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VIE us ht 
Who fatedly attend upon the Ordinances of 
e GosPEL in 


SWALLOW-STREET. 


s You are, at this day, in 
great danger of being led 
aſide from thoſe glorious 
doctrines, which have 
been taught you; nay, ſince ſome 
have been deluded, of whom better 
things might have been expected; fo 
it was expedient for me (a) to write 
unto you, as well as to exhort you, 
to contend earneſtly for the Faith 
once delivered to the ſaints. This was 
„ 
(a) Jude, ver, 3. 3 
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what induced me to deliver theſe to 
Sermons in your hearing, and is he 
only motive, that has prevaiFd with F 
me now, to put them into your & 
hands; and the rather, becauſe ſe- f 
veral of you were not preſent, When 
they were preached : Beſides, I have 
made ſome conſiderable enlarge- 
ments, and annex'd ſeveral marginal 
references, which, I believe, will be 
uſeful, and which could not be done 


conveniently from the pulpit. 
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I am of opinion, you will find 
nothing here, but truil deliver'd in 
plainnefs, without any of the orna- 
ments of rhetorick ; and, therefore, 
however, others may treat the fol- 
lowing pages, I would fain hope, 
that, notwithſtanding the many de- 
fects that may be found in them, 
they ſhall meet with acceptance from 

you, to whom they were firſt preach- 
ed, and for whom they are now pub- 
liſh'd. You muſt needs be convin- 
WS 5 HL hed 


— IS 


q DeDIicaTion wv 
= ced of the neceſſity and importance 

= of that $t#py asrwes; which is here 

recommended, and that this publick 
2 addreſs is one inſtance of my ſincere 
regard for yout ſpiritual and ever- 
laſting welfare; for (4) now we live 
if ye fland'faft in the Lo Rv. 


| Ir is a choice mercy to be kept 
ſound in the Faith, and to continue 
in the (c) dbetrine, which is accord- 
ing to ' godlineſs : Let me therefore 
entreat you to ſuffer the word of ex- 
hortation that is here given unto you, 
and to weigh the arguments by which 
it is enforced; for this is no more 
than your reaſonable ſervice. I have 
given you ſeveral uſeful directions 
how to attain to an invariable con- 
ſtancy in adhering to the principles 
of our holy religion, to which I 
would take this opportunity to add 
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% x Theſ iii. 8. (e) 1 Tim. vi. 3 
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vi DEDICATION: 


_ 


a view of thoſe ſcriptures, which you 
once look'd upon as ſufficient to con- 


firm you in the Faith-of what you- 
now call in queſtion; and if ſtill 


you cannot reſolve your own doubts, 


vou will always find me ready to a1. 


ſiſt you, ing to my ability. 


Ox great reaſon of the incon- 


ſtancy of many is, becauſe, when 
once they begin to doubt of any point 
of religion, inſtead of communica- 
ting the caſe to their own Miniſter, 
they neg/ef bim, and indulge a too 
friccomeetion.arth thoſe by whom 
they were deceived, till at laſt they 


become prejudiced againſt the truth 


and NR the diſpenſer of it too. I 
| dont 


BEWARE of entertaining ſcru- 
ples concerning any of the peculiar 
doctrines of the goſpel, or, when 
ſcruples ariſe in your minds, dont 
haſtily reject the truth, which. for- 
merly you believed; but rather take 
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DEDICATION. vi 


dont mention this, as if I thought, 
that people were, in all points, to think 
as their teachers do: But then, I 


61 humbly conceive, / that when perſons 
make choice of, or join in commu- 


nion with any Miniffer, they are ſa- 
tisfied, that he is found inthe Faith, 
otherwiſe their conduct is very unac- 
countablẽè: Beſides, the relation that 
ſubſiſts between him and them, gives 
him a title to be firſt emſilsd in 
matters of this kind; nay, it 1s their 
duty to viſit him, and adviſe with 


him; for is not the point of doctrine, 


which! they ſtumble at, the doctrine 
which he preaches? And are we not 
expreſsly told, that {d) the Prieſt's 
lips ſhould heep knowledge, and the 
people ſhould ſeek the law aT Hs 
MouTH? And I perſwade myſelf, 
that did people make more conſcience 
of this part of their duty, they would 
not be "fa: eaſily deluded — impo= 
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vi DenIcanTrowv. 
1g! 1 4 1 EB LH (OTE [1013 
In: the firſt of theſe- diſcqurles, 
you: wilt find that it is the duty of 
Chriſtians | to make a>Profeſſion. of 
their Faith, but as ,(e) all men have 
not Faith, fo you muſt needs be per- 
fwaded that none can properly make 
a Profeſſion of what they are ſtran- 
gers to; / examine you, ſelves there- 
fore whether: you Be in the Faith, 
whether you really are what you 
5 to be: Do you not only be- 
ieve the doctrines of the goſpel by a 
genera] perſwaſion of the truth of 
them, but have you cordially been 
determined to cloſe with a whole 
Cuxis r, concerning whom they 
treat, and in whom they all center ? 
Has the SyixrrT of JasUs taken 
poſſeſſion of your ſouls? For (g if 
any man have not the 8 III T of 
Cuxrisr be it none f bis. It is 
not enough that you think, or are 
aſſured, 
£ {e) 2 The. iii. 2, (7) 2 Cor. xiii, 5, 
(g) Rom. viii. 9. « i 16H {%) 


Y DEDICATION. ix 
3 a „that CurisT' is your's; 
= that he died for yo; regs 4 may 
eaſily perſwade themſelves of this, 
and yet be undone for ever. It is 
a plain caſe, that the higher mens 
> hopes are raiſed, the greater will be 
= their diſappointment at laſt. The 
= fookſbvirgms kept company with the 
> @w#ſe, till the midnight cry was gi- 
ven; and till then they thought 
themſelves in a ſafe ſtate, they ima- 
gined they were rich and increaſed 
with goods, and ſtood in need of no- 
thing; but alas! they came to ſee 
their miſerable ſituation, when there 
was no way to be delivered from 
it. See then, that you deceive not 
your own ſouls; a Profeſſion is good, 
but if there is no more, your portion 
> at laſt will be with hypocrites and 
unbelievers. | | 
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(b) 2 Theſ., ii. 16. 
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xX DEDlCAT TON. 


tbiat, as you have made a; Profeſſion 
„e name, ſo you are en- 
dued with true ſaving and 
Faith; be careful ff 96s to a 
therein andiadhere chereto; make a 
fincere and daily a to the 


SAav1aus for all needful ſupplies of 
gract i in him is treaſured up 1 
for 


* you ſtand in need of 
ineſs, for time and eternity: 
— therefore (i our of his fulueſe von 


may receive and grace for grace. 


Lx me further entreat you, to 
(k) endeavour to keep the unity of 
the ſpirit in the bund of peace; for 
there is one body and one ſpirit, even 
as you are called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, orie Fals une 
baptiſm. Let us cherer labour to 


be one among ourſelves, let us pray 
together, and for one another; (/) 
let e love continue, let us mu- 

tually 
0 Eph. iv. 3, 4. 


1) John i. 16. 
90 Jo 1. . 
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DEDICATION. xi 


tually oppoſe every error (m) /riv- 
ing together for the Faith of the go- 
þel : And, in a word, let us be 

ly united in our earneſt addreſ- 


| i ſes to the throne of grace () for the 


ace o, Feruſalem, they 
E - her ff did Rac — 


thus prevail among Chriſtians, 1 
would, in a great meaſure, tend to 
ſtop the current of that atheiſm and 
infidelity that ſo much abounds at 
this day; the goſpel might have a 
freer courſe, were it not for the un- 
natural diviſions amongſt thoſe who 
make a Profeſſion of 3 


(o AND now brethren, I com- 
mend you to GO b, and to the word 
of his grace, which is able to build 
you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all them that are ſanttified. 
(p) Hatch ye, fland faſt in the 
Faith, * you lite men, by frrong. 

And 


(m) Phil. i. 27, () Pfal. cxxii. 6. 
0 As xx. 32. (p 1 Cor, xvi, 13. 


Xi DEDicarTioN. 
And that the ' Loxp himſelf may 
be with you continually, may give 


you peace always pi all means,” and 


bleſs you with a intereſt in 
all the fure mercies of wat 
and that, at laſt, we may (4) be 
caught up together in the clowds” 70 
meet the LoxD in the air, and ſo 
be for ever with the Lo xp, is the 
e and hearty prayer of 


2 a ffeflionate Servant, 


in the 2 op of rhe Goſpel, | 


William Crook ſhank. 


0 I Theſ. iv. 17. e 
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 STEDFASTNESS in the FaITH 


Recommended. 


SERMON L 


HEBREWS X. 23. 


Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 


Faith without wavering. 


N a day of ſuch general apo- 
ſtacy re that in which we 56h 
a time when errors of all forts. 
abound, I perſuade myſelf, you 

will not think it unſeaſonable 

for me to warn you of your danger, and to 
exhort you toſuch a watchful sTEDF ASTNESsS, 
as may be a means under the Divine Influence 
to preſerve you from being (a) carried about 
with every wind of doctrine, and with the cun- 
ning craftineſs of thoſe who lie in wait to de- 
ceive. Nor can I found a diſcourſe of this 
kind better, I think, than on the excellent 
advice of the Apoſtle, which I have juſt now 
B 


read. 
(a) Eph. iv. 14. n 


} - 


2 STEDFASTNESS: in the Fal TH 


read. Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of aur 
Faith without wavering. In treating on 


which words, T ſhall enquire 


J. Wu r that Faith is which we are to | 
profeſs, and how the true doctrines of it 


may be diſtinguiſhed. 


II. WrarT we are to underſtand by the 


Profeſjion of our Faith, and how Chriſti- 
ans ought to make ſuch a Profeſſicn. 


HI. WHrarT is ſuppoſed and included in our 
being exhorted to hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of our Faith. 


IV. Ar TER what manner we are to com- 


ply with the exhortation in the text. 


V. I sHALL offer ns reaſons why. we are 


to hold faſt the Profeſſion of our F aith, | 


- and then conclude 


VI. Wirn giving you ſome directions how 
to attain the /fed/a/ineſs here recommend- 
Yor by the Apoſtle. And 


LFnzx Iam to enquire what chat Faith 
; Is. 


'* «© Some copies read # wes of T1; N, the 
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Recommended. 3 


is we are to profeſs, and how the true doc- 
trines of it may be diſtinguiſhed. 


Tar word Faith has ſeveral acceptations 
in ſcripture. Sometimes it is taken for that 
grace of Faith which is wrought in the hearts 
of ele& ſinners by the Holy Ghoſt. This is 
the Faith of the (5) operation of God, the 
Faith that is the inſtrument of our juſtificati- 
on. At other times, this word fignifies the 
doctrine of Faith, comprehending thoſe truths 
and principles of chriſtianity, which we are 
called to believe; and in this * ſenſe I am 
chiefly to conſider it at this time. | 

TraAT then is the frue Faith, which is ex- 
preſs d in fcripture words, or in words agreeable 
to ſcripture, and which may be deduced from 
ſcripture by neceſſary and undeniable conſe- 


_ quences, We are to believe every thing con- 


B 2 tain'd 


$ iii. 6. And it will come to the fame with our reading 
« of it; for on our Faith our hope is built, and is an 
eminent fruit thereof, Wherefore holding faſt our hope 
6 includes in it the holding faſt dur Faith, as the Cauſe is 
cin the effect and the building in the foundation. But 
<6 I prefer the other reading as that which is more ſuit- 
<< ed to the deſign of the Apoſtle. Owen in locum. 

* Faith is here taken in both the principal accep- 
cc tations of it, namely that Faith whereby we believe 
and the Faith or doctrine which we do believe. Of 
&« both theſe we make the ſame Profeſſion; of the one 
nas the inward principle, and of the other as the out- 
« ward rule. Owen in locum. 


(3) Col. ii. 12. 


La 


4 STEDFASTNESS in the FartH 


tain'd in theſe ſacred oracles, and to receive 
nothing as an article of Faith which is not ei- 
ther expreſs'd in the BiBLE, or may not be 
juſtly inferred from it. It is indeed true, that 
all things contain'd in the ſacred pages are not 
of * equal moment, or have not an equal ſub- 
ſerviency to the falvation of men ; but then 
thoſe doctrines, which are directly calculated 
for the advancement of true religion, are of all 
others of the greateſt conſequence, and muſt 
be eſteem'd the fundamental articles of the 
goſpel, from which we are not in the leaſt 
to 3 The queſtion then is, what are 
theſe doctrines? by what characters may they 
be known? To which the anſwer is evident, 
that they are ſuch in general as will bear to 
be examin'd by the ſcriptures of truth the 
only ſtandard of Faith : but more particularly, 
the true doctrines of Faith have a natural ten- 
dency to diſplay the glory of the Divine 
13 ſet off the honour of the great 
ediator, curb the pride of fallen man, and 
promote holineſs in Bent and life. And 
1. THE true doctrines of Faith may be 
known, from the tendency they have to diſplay 
the glory of the Divine perfections. Go p has 
declared and manifeſted | his glory by his works 
of creation and providence; but he has made 
a far more illuſtrious diſplay of himſelf in his 
word, which contains every thing we are to 
believe. EVER 


| - _ Ridgley's Eſſay concerning truth and charity, 
F- ©, 7, . ; 
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Every doctrine there revealed declares 
the glory of Gop; thus the doctrine of 


election diſplays the glory of his 7 


ty and grace; that of the juſtification of 
ners by the imputed righteouſneſs of CHRIST 
his juſtice and mercy; for an r. T 


aſſures us, that the grand end of Gop's (c) 


= ſetting forth CnRIS T to be a propitiation 
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was to declare his righteouſneſs through his 
orbearance, even to 2 bis righteouſneſs, 
that be might be juſt and the juſtifier of him 
that believeth in JEsUs. In ſhort, there is 
not one doctrine of chriſtianity but is calcu- 
lated this way; and therefore all“ aſſertions, 
by whomſoe ver maintain'd, that have a con- 
trary tendency are to be rejected, becauſe 
they are not from Gov. 
2. THE 


* Such as, „ that the Lord hath no more to lay to 
<< the charge of an elect perſon, yet in the height of 
<« iniquity, and in the exceſs of riot, and committing 


s all the abominations that can be committed, I fay, 


even then, when an elect perſon runs ſuch a courſe, 
«© the Lord hath no more to lay to that perſon's charge, 
© than God hath to lay to the charge of a believer, 
© nay God hath no more to lay to the charge of ſuch a 
„ perſon, than he hath to lay to the charge of a faint 
„ triumphant in glory.—That the Lord hath not one 
«« fin to charge upon any elect perſon from the firſt 
moment of conception till the laſt minute of his 
« life, neither is original fin to be laid upon him, the 
„Lord hath laid it on Chriſt already.” Criſp en 
1/a. liii. 6. p. 272. How contrary this is to ſcripture, 
and how inconſiſtent with the holineſs and purity of the 


Divine nature needs no proof. 
(c) Rom. iii, 25, 26. 
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2. Tus true dofifints of Faith thinifeſt 
the honour of the glorions Redeemer the 
Lok» JESsUus CHRIS T. The chriftian re- 
_ ligion is (4) Suit upon the foundation of: the 
57 les and Prop 1 Jzesvs Cur tst Ai 
felf being the chef corner flone, And thete- 
fore there cannot be a more certain rule, by 
which to judge of the ſoundneſs of any doc 
trine, than to confider what reſpect it bears 
to Cnk1sT, whether it tends to magnify 
him or. derogate from his glory. In What 
exalted ſtrains does the ſcripture revelation 
hold him forth ? Is he not there deſcribed in 
the glory of his perſon and in the dignity of 
his mediatorial offices? Are we not there af- 
fured, that (e) all the fulneſs of the Godhead 
delle in him bodily, nay, and that he (7) 
counts it no robbery to be equal with Gop ?. 
May we not then infer that they, who take 
upon them to publiſh, from the pulpit or the =_ 
_ any thing that in the leaſt tends to le 
n the glory of his eternal and independent IN 
Godhead, of the neceſſity or perfection of his 
ſatisfaction, or of the prevalency of his inter- 
ceſſion have in ſo far deviated from the Faith, 
and contradicted the facred oracles. 
No w fince one chief deſign of the goſpel 
fevelation is to advance the honour of Ixsus, 
it will eafily appear that there are ſeveral 
things maintain d at this day for truths, which 
| We 


(4) Eph. ii, 20. (e) Col. ii. 9. (J) Phil. ii. 6, 


ue muſt look upon as errors, becauſe they 
are inconſiſtent with the honour of CHRIS T. 
For inſtance, the doctrine of ſuſtiſcation by 
FE works cannot be of Go p, becauſe it takes the 
=X crown from CRIST's head and places it 


* 


on that of the ſinful creature. Neither can 


che dodtrine of the toral and final apotacy of 


the ſaints be a true article of Faith, becauſe it 


W tends to render the whole of CHRIS T's 
= diatorial tranſactions uncertain, and ſuppoſes 
that all the ends of his death may be 
= ted; for, according to this, the blood of 


JzsUs might have been ſhed in vain, 


Me- 


ſtra- 


and 


his ſufferings rendered of none effect. In 
fine, they who aſſert that we have nothing 


to do with CHRIST as a Lawgiver, con- 


where believers. are expreſly ſaid to be 


WW tradict the Faith and oppoſe the ſcripture, 


(8) 
under the law to CHRIST. True Faith be- 


lieves the whole record that Go p has 
of his Son, and receives him not only 


given 


as a 


Prieſt, but alſo as a Prophet and ing. Let 
us therefore maintain and adhere to theſe 


X77 dodtines only that tend to advance the glory 
of the great Redeemer, to raiſe our eſteem for 


him, draw out our defires after him, to make 


us place our confidence in him and yield 

dience to him, and reje& all * others 

have a contrary tendency. 
| z 

I hope it will not be amiſs to inſert here a 

graph from a late author. The opinions of Dr. 


(2 1. Cor. ix. 21. 


obe- 
that 


WE 
para- 
Criſp 


CC as 


\ 
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3. Wx are to believe thoſe doctrines that 
tend to curb the pride of fallen man. The 


great deſign of the goſpel is to exclude all 1 


glorying in ourſelves as a from the rea- 
ſoning of the Apoſtle. þ Where is boaſting 


then? It is excluded. what law? Of 


works ? Nay : but by the law of Faith, * All 
Error 


<< as oppoſed to theſe truths, cannot exalt Chriſt ; yea 
<< by the above deſcription every one of them caſt a re- 
<«« proach upon Chriſt. I'll aſk then, Is Chriſt exalted 
e when he is made the very blaſphemer and loaded with 
<< the filth of fin, and thereby odious to God till he 
« ſweat it out? Is he exalted in making fin ſo innocent 
<< to the elect when they commit it, that tho* they do 
ec the fact, yet the filthy form of it is not theirs but 
«« Chriſt's, and therefore they are not defil'd thereby, 
« but are as holy as Chriſt, as lovely as Chriſt even 
© when they murder? &c. Is man debaſed and Chriſt 
c exalted when there is a change of perſon between 
« Chriſt and them, we as righteous as Chriſt, and he 
« as loathſome as we; and we ſhould not charge our- 
c ſelves with fin, when the greateſt enormities are com- 
«© mitted ? Is Chriſt exalted as a King, when all his com- 
© mands are made mere counſels? He is a King but hath 
cc neither promiſes nor threats annex'd to his laws: He 
cc hath no right to chaſtiſe for ſin : He offers bleſſings on 
< terms, pleads earneſtly, ſends his ſpirit and miniſters to 
c ſtrive ; but all this while his ſpirit nor word do no- 
thing to ſave us; our compliance with his calls yields 
< no benefit, our rejection of them puts no hinde- 
c rance ; our groſſeſt villanies ſhould not be bewail'd 
44 
% end. Our fins can do us no harm at all; nor is ho- 
<« lineſs tho* ſo oft urged by him a jot of our way to 


heaven.“ And thus the author goes on. H/illiams's 


Goſpel Truth ſtated, Edit. 3. p. 237, 238. 
* Vid. Rich. Taylor's Diſcourſes, p. 328, &c. 


% Rom. iii. 27. 1 


= 


in order to pardon, nor himſelf believed in to that 


KAN BR, 


* 


eee 


; ; error, more or leſs, puts forth ſamething of a 


NR OR 1 R9Dr r 
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fleſhly mind or a ſpirit of boaſting; but truth, 
as it ever gives glory to its original Author, ſo 
it depreſſes ſinners, and lays them in the duſt 
becauſe of their ſins: And, if this be the 

it will follow, that the doctrine of freew 
as it is explain'd by ſome, cannot be of Gop; 
becauſe it nat only joins the enfeebled crea- 
ture in commiſſion with G op, but even ſets 
the will of man above the will of Gop, and 
makes Divine grace depend for its efficac 
upon the will of man. When Gop is call'c 
(i) the Gop of all grace, ſhall not this re- 
| male - C ſtrain 


* << The great drift of the ſcriptures is to advance 
& and ſet up the free grace and free gift of God. The 
4 Apoſtles write to debaſe man and exalt the grace of 
% God; erroneous perſons diſpute and write to exailt the 
<6 will of man, and to take off from the grace of God. 
% What a loud trumpet is Paul in hs epitles to ſound 
ce forth the praiſes of free grdce, not only free grace in 
« juſtification, but free grace alfo in ifheation ? 
« *Tis the grace of God that doth not only pardon the 
60 guilt of fin, but conquer the peter of it. Conſider 
then, whether it be better to ſet up Dagon or the art, 
<< the free wil of man or the free grace and gift of 
% God. Truly it is a very uncomfortable taſk to be 
„ diſputing againſt that grace, which yet we muſt wholy 
«© rely upon, when we come to die. It is one thing 
«« what men write, when they are in health, what cob- 
« web diſtinCtions they pleaſe themſelves with in their 
<«<- voluminous writings, and another thing, when they 
are in the agonies of death, and are to appear at the 

„ tribunal of a righteous God,” Art, Burgeſs on ori- 


- * 
q , 
1 


(i) 1 Pet. v. 10. 
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ſtrain us from giving any ſhare of the 7 
ly ſince 


our converſion to our own wills? eſpeci 
this doctrine is evidently contrary to Arpt 
the only rule of Faith. There we are ſaid 
to be (4) without ftrength: there the carnal 
mind is repreſented as I enmity ggainſt Gop, 
becauſe 1 bs pj rs not ſulject to the law of Gop, nei- 


ther indeed can be: there CHRIST himſelf 


declares (m) No man can come to me, exc 
the Father, which hath ſent me, draw him, and 
elſewhere (2) Without me ye can ao nothi ng : 
nay the Apoſtle repreſents unconverted * 
as being (o) dead in treſpaſſes and fins. 

word, the whole glory of our og is a- 
ſcribed to Gop, (þ) who worketh in us both 
Mp 3 and to do of his good Pleaſure. Once 


| Ta x doctrines of Faith promote holi- 
+ in heart and life. Truth, in the hand of 
the Spirit, is mighty, in its operation, to make 
us holy; for thus our LORD rayed for his 
diſciples, ) Sant?) them thro' thy truth, 

The truths of the goſpel inſtruct us into the 
genuine nature of du egen, ſhew us the 
beſt method how to attain it, and furniſh us 


with the ſtrongeſt motives to enforce it: and ' 


however they, who oppoſe the great doc- 
trines of election, juſtification by the imputed 
e 7 CurIsT and many others 


of 


D Rom. v. 6. 0 Rom. viii. 7. 00 John vi. 44. 
6) John xv. 5. (e) Eph. ii. 1. (p) Phil. ii. 13. 
(9) * XVii. 17. . 


1 
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of this kind, pretend that they promote Ji 


centiouſneſs and are ſubverſive of true unaf- 


* fected piety, * theſe men have the unhap- 


pineſs to be. of a quite different judgment from 


5 ; the Apoſtle Paul, who, in the moſt of his wri- 
= tings, has ſhewn us the connection between 


theſe and practical religion. How does he 
confirm and illuſtrate thoſe truths in his epi- 
ſtles to the Romans, Galatians and Ephefians ? 
And yet, what practical inferences does he 
deduce from them ? And argue with Chriſti- 

ans from thoſe very conſiderations, for the 

ractice of perſonal and relative piety ? 

1 AND indeed, the e . 
have a ſingular tendency this way. Has 
God, out of his mere good Peafure, cho- 

ſen his people to ſalvation? Does he call them 
by his grace, and juſtify them in time? Does 


he put them among the number of his chil- 


dren, and give them a right to all the privi- 
leges of adoption, and all manner of ſecurity 
for their eternal happineſs? Surely (7) this 
ace of Gov that thus brings ſalvation can- 
not but teach them that denying 8. pry. | 
and worldly luſts, they ſhould live ſoberly, righ- 


teouſly and godly in this preſent world. May 


we not then juſtly infer, that all opinions, 
which dont lead to internal holineſs which is 
in the heart, and to external holineſs which 
is in the life, cannot be from above? What 
our LoRD faid of perſons may be applied 

N 2 to 
(r) Tit. ii. 11, 12. 


” 
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to doctrines, (s) by their fruits ſhall ye know 
them, Let us _ neither utter "as Ke 
coura * expreſſions, that in the 

tend 55 abt vice or immorality. 

Fon the whole, it is apparent, that the 
true doctrines of Faith may be known from 
the tendency they have to manifeſt the glory 


- * Bich as, that the elect are juſtified from all eter= 


mty ; Whereas it is plain, that they were only from eter- 
nity elected, or determined by God to be juſtified in 
time, upon their being united ts Chriſt by Faith: that 

ood works are ns ways neceſſary ; this is contrary to 
he word of God ; for tho” they are not the matter of 
our juſtiſicat ion, yet the neceſſity of them is urged in 
many places of ſcripture, and to aſſert otherwiſe can- 
not but be of perhicious conſequence to true religi- 
on: — that believers have nothing to do with the mo- 
rat law of God, than which nothing can be mote 
falſe, becauſe tho" by the works of the latu no 
can ve juſtified, yet the law is certainly the rule of life 
to all that believe. The Lord is our Fudge, the Lord 
is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King, he will ſave 
us :=that believers are not to pray for the pardon of ſin; 
fot this is contrary to ſcripture in many places. Such 
aflertions as theſe have a natural tendency to licentiouſ- 
"ch whatever be the meaning of thoſe who make uſe 
0 em. | 

But while I am ſpeaking of exprefiions that ought not 

to be uſed, or of doctrines that ſhould not be preached ; 
I hope, I ſhall be excuſed, if I mention one more, viz. 
That the very gſence of juſtifying Faith conſiſts in the 
aſſurance that Chriſt is mine, that my ſins are pardon'd 
and that I ſhall be ſaved. > Ed 
This I look upon to be à dangerous doQrine, a doc- 
trine that has no foundation in ſeripture: nay it is con- 


(s) Matth. vii. 20. * 


= % bY * 4 2 * 5 * 7 
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of the Divine perfections, place the crown on 
the Mediator's head, eurb the pride of fallen 
man and promote all holineſs of heart and 
life, I proceed now to enquire : 


n | * | 11. Wrar we are here to linderſtand by 
y X the Profeſſion of our Faith, and how Chri- 
FF | | ſtians 


— FT trary to it. There is indeed an gſſurance that enters in- 
1 . of true ene viz. the aſſurance of the 
truth of the record, that God has given of his Son that 
he is able and willing to fave all that come to him and 
rely upon him; but I muſt firſt know that I have come 
— to him, that I 4% rely upon him, before I can poſſibly 
de perſwaded, that I have a ſpecial faving intereſt in him. 
2 as the aſſurance, that Chriſt is mine, of the eſſence 
of Faith, then Miniſters who are commiſſioned to preach 
3 Faith, or to call upon their heaters to believe in Chriſt, 
muſt needs inform them, wherein the nature and eſſence 
pf this conſiſts, viz. that it conſiſts in their being per- 
ſwaded that Chriſt is heir's that their ſins are 215 - 
ed, Cc. But then, are not the perſons whom we call 
upon to believe a unbelievers? Does not the ſcrip- 
ture aſſert concerning them, that they are condemned al- 
ready, that the wrath of God abideth on them and that they 
24 ̊ỹ1 e without Chriſt in the world. Now to deſire ſuch per- 
ſeons to perſwade themſelves that Chriſt is their's, is to 
— Ccall upon them to be aſſured of that which is falſe. _ 
08 In one word to aſſert, that the very eſſence of Faith 
conſiſts iti a perſuaſion that Chriſt is ours in particular 
has a tendency to lead ſinners to a groundleſs preſump- 
tion, which is a degree of licentiouſneſs; for according 
to this doctrine, tis poſſible for a man to think himſelf 
223 when he is nothing, he has no more to do but 
perſuade himſelf that Chriſt is þ/s Saviour, and then all is 
well. But however they who maintain this doctrine 
may diſclaim this inference, or at leaft profeſs to do ſo, 
yet this is the natural conſequence of it. | 
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ſtians ought to make ſuch a Profeſſion. The 
— rp Ot ſignifi Cefn ber there is 
no great difference between Confeſſion and 
Profeſſion ; they are much the “ fame,” It is 
therefore evident, that it is not only incum- 
bent on Chriſtians, that they be in the Faith, 
that they are themſelues found and orthodox 
in the doctrines of the goſpel, but alſo that 
they abe a Profeſſion or Cone of it; for 
if theyz to whom the Apoſtle had wrote this 
iſtleſ had not made a Profeſion, I cannot 
ce, hw they could have been exhorted to 
bold itsfaſt. It is then the duty of Chriſtians 
to . make a Profeſſion of their Faith. 


* *Owenoyia is properly a joint agreement, con- 
« ſent or concurrence in the declaration of any thing. 
<« Tt is uſed alſo in good authors for a convention, cove- 
c nant or agreement; Whence the doctrines that men 
& profeſs or make profeſſion of, being declared are cal- 
& led their Confeſſions or the Confeſſion of their Faith. 
Vid. Owen on Heb. iii. 1. 
+ << It is a duty which upon all occaſions Chriſtians 
«© owe to the truths of the goſpel, to own them with 
confidence, and never to be aſhamed to profeſs be- 
© fore men their eſteem of them; but there are ſome 
<< ſeafons which afford peculiar motives to the moſt o- 
, pen declarations hereof, and call upon them to pub- 
„ liſh their Faith to the world, and glory in it, as their 
<< higheſt dignity : If, for example, any of the doctrines 
of our holy religion ſhould be expoſed to contempt 
and ignominy, run down by clamour and loaded with 
5 reproaches, it were mean and inglorious in ſuch 
& a caſe, for a Church that hath preſerved her integrity, 
« to be aſhamed of her doctrine and retire into a cor- 
| Ix ner, 


_ 
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Does not the Apoſtle fay ? () F thou 
ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Ixsus, 
and ſhalt. believe in thine heart that Gop 
hath raiſed him from "the dead, thou ſhalt 
be ſaved ; for with the heart man believeth un- 
to righteouſneſs, and with the mouth e 
is made unto ſalvation. In theſe words the 
whole ſum of chriſtianity is reduced to theſe 
two points, believing with the heart, and con- 
= Ffeſffing with the mouth. . The Apoſtle Peter 
= enyoins the ſame thing, ſaying, (d) San#ify 
 Zthe LoRxD Gop of- hoſts in your hearts, and 
be ready always to give an anſwer to every one 
that aſteth you a reaſon of the hope that is in 
you, with meekneſs and fear. 


* 
4 


* oO 


I 
* 


nenen . + 


Now the Profeſſon of our Faith conſiſts 
in theſe two things, viz. in confeſſing or 
owning our belief of the doctrines of the go- 
ſpel, and in an open ſubjection thereunto. 

I. In confeſing or owning our'belief in 
the doctrines of the goſpel as they are expreſ- 
ſed in, or may, by neceſſary conſequence, be 
deduced from the word of Gop. (x). With 

| WE 


< ner; then God expects that ſhe ſhould openly ac- 
„ knowledge contemned truth, and the more it is miſ- 
<< repreſented and vilified by others, that ſhe ſhould the 
more warmly embrace it, and the more loudly expoſe 
« it's intereſts.” Dunlop's preface to the Weftminſter 
Confeſſion, p. 25. n ; 


(t) Rom. x. 9, 10. (x) 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
(x) * Xe 10% N | ? 32 anos 
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the mouth Confeſſion is made We We 


are not to (y) d a/hamed - of the pet of 
CHRIST, but are pay Fad A 
ed concerning Ixsus, for (2) t bim gave all 


the Prophets . ARA the Apoltles and 
Evangeliſts too. Let us then profeſs our Faith 
in him as Gop equal with the Father, as 
Gop-MAN in one perſon. We ſhould own 
the fulneſs of his offices, the neceſſity, reali 
and perfection of his ſatisfaction for fin, 
of his righteouſneſs for the juſtification of 
finners, We are to 8 our Faith in his 
birth, life, death, reſurrection and aſcenſion, 
together with his ſitting on the right hand of 
Gop and coming to judgment: we are to 
own our Faith in his SPIRIT, as the only 
efficient in beginning, carrying on and com- 
pleating the good work of ſanctification in 
the hearts of his people, i Kas 
Ax p, if we are to profeſs our Faith in 
CHRIST in theſe and ſueh like things, it 
undeniably follows, that we are openly to oh- 
poſe every thing that is aſſerted contrary to 
found dodtrine, by ſtanding up againſt every 
error, and if we have not the capacity to con- 
fute the ſophiſtical reaſonings of ſubtile men, 
yet we ought to hear a teſtimony againſt 
them. We are told of a holy woman in the 
time of the Marian perſecution, Who, be- 
ing call'd to diſpute with the Prieſts, a} 
ed, 


(9) Rom. i. 16. | (z) Acts x. 33 
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4 ed, 1 cannet diſpu te for CHRIST, but I can 
4 FF di or him. Tl on let us cwn the 
- = s of the goſpel, whoever may oppoſe 
ll ws — 1 or run N. down. But = — * 
d Proſeſſion of our Faith confiſts in this open 
== acknowledgment; ſo allo _- 

2. In an open ſubjeftion to the 81 
The Apoſtle Paul told the Corinthians, that 
other ſaints glorified God for. (a) their pro- 
8 ed ſubjettion to the goſpel of CHRIST. 
iſtians ſhould avowedly ſubmit to the 

_ command of Faith as the root of their 

rofeſſion, and to all the parts of evangelical 
obedience as the fruits of it; for it does not 
lie in words only, nor conſiſt in mere external 
ſpecious pretences. It is a Profeſſion of 
2 which they make, — 22 doc- 
trines, but are deſtitute of the grace of Faith: 
and the Profeſſion of thoſe is as fruitleſs, who, 
inſtead of being ſubject to the goſpel, are (b) 
enemies to Go p by wicked works, and, tho' 
(c) they profeſs to know Gop, yet in works 
they deny him. 

IT is now F to enquire aber what 
manner we ſhould make this Profeſſion of 
our F aith. And 

1. Wx ſhould make it judiciouſly. Know- 
led, e muſt be at the bottom of it. Some 
will run before they can go, leap into opini- 
ons and practices before they are convinc d 


D "of 


(a) 2 Cor. ix. 13. (5) Col. i. 21. 
{c) Tit. i. 16. ä | 
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of the reaſons of them; and therefore tis io 
wonder, that they be like (4) children curri- 
ed about with every wind of doctrine. Let 
thoſe then, that would make a becoming 
Profeſſion of the goſpel, labour after the 
knowledge of the doctrines of Faith; for how 
can any profeſs to believe what they are ig- 
norant of ? | 
2. Wr ſhould make our Profeſſion with 

prudence. If we dont beware of raſhnefs 
and precipitation, and take care to euth out 
unruly paffiong, our Profeſſion will not an- 
fwer thoſe ends we ſhould have in our view ; 
and therefore it becomes us to feek for wiſ- 
dom from above, that ſo our Profeſſion may - 
receive no difadvantage by our management . 
of it, and that no injury thay be done to the 
cauſe which we eſpouſe. Nevertheleſs 

3. Wr ſhould profeſs our Faith in the 
doirities of the goſpel with a holy boldneſs. 
Cowardice is diffiobourable to a Chriſtian as 
well as ignorance. We are therefore requi- 
red to be (e) valiant for the truth on the 
earth, for the defence and vindication of it. 
Feat and ſhame argue either a diffidence of 
the truth which we profeſs, or elſe a diſtruſt 
of the Go b from whom it comes. 

4. Ouk Lok p requires us to make a 
practical Profeſſion of his name by a holy 
and becoming converfation; for all other te- 
1 ſtimonies 


(4) Eph. iv. 14. {e) Jerem. ix. 3. 
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ſtimonies of acknowledging the truth, with- 
out this, are of no value in his account. 
; Cue Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not 
| things that I ſay? Impic 4. OF, very 
image of Satan, and the un I 0 080 
feflors of his ſervice, nay an unholy 10 
is one of the worſt diſfemblers, according to 
the judgment of an inſpired A poſtle, — de- 
clares plainly that (a He chat faith I know 
him, and keepeth not the commandments is a 
har, and the truth is not in bim. 

5. HUMILITY and meekneſs are re- 
quired in making a Prof! fon of our Faitb, 
The want of this Prone Ve detrimental] to 
Peter, who therefore exhorted thoſe to whom 
he wrote, (5) to give an anfuer to every one 
that aſted a reaſon of their hope with Pri 
neſs and fear, without placing any confidence 
in either their own 5 or abilities. And 
once more 

6. IN this we ſhould have a ſingle aim at 
the glory of GoD and the edification of 9- 
thers: ; as this ought to be the chief end 
of all our actions, fo eſpecially 1 in a matter of 
this importance. We obſerved that all the 
truths of the goſpel are adapted to manifeſt the 
glory of Gop, and therefore, as they were 
all revealed by him, nothing is more reaſo- 
nable, than that in making a Profeſſion of 
them, we ſhould aim at his glory, or, as the 

2 2 Apoſtle 


(F) Juke vi. 46. (2) I pow ii. 4. | 
(b) 1 Per. iii. 15, 
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Apoſtle Peter expreſſes it, Sanctiſy the Loxp 
bo of hoſts in our hearts. Aud if we fur- 
ther conſider that one great deſign of the re- 
velation of the goſpel, is to lead us into 
the knowledge 7, 2 — will contribute to our 
happineſs in both worlds. (7) His word being 
a lamp to our feet and a light unto our paths. 
Should we not, in making a Profeſſion of our 
Faith, have a view to recommend the ſtudy 
of the things which we believe to others, for 
their religious advantage and edification alſo. 
A few refleQtions ſhall conclude this Diſ- 
courſe. | 

1. WHAT has been faid vindicates the 
conduct of the reformed churches in publiſh- 
ing ConFEssSIONs of their Faith. And 
however, ſome years ago, a great outcry was 
made againſt all CREEDs and CoNFEss1- 
ONs, becauſe, as was pretended, the adhering 
to any of theſe was a denying the ſufficrency 
of the ſcripture, and that the requiring ſuch 
an adherence was no better than proteſtant po- 
pery, proteſtant inquiſition, &c. Notwithſtand- 
ing this, it is certain, that our it Reformers 
had as great a veneration for the BIBL E as 
any * of thoſe now mention'd ; and yet no 


ſooner 


* 4 Tho' many honeſt and good men could hardly 
ce be prevailed upon, ſome time ago, to believe, that 
* thoſe who began the popular cry agoinſt ſchemes in re- 
« ligion, intended to ſtrike at the em of doctrine 

| “ contain'd 
(i) Pfal. cxix. 105. | 
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ſooner were they enlightened to diſcover the 
errors of Rome and enabled to come out from 
that ſpiritual Babylon but they publiſhed Ca- 
techiſms and Confeſſions of their Faith, which 
was no more than their unqueſtionable duty ; 
for all are obliged to make a Profeſſion of 
their Faith. 

2. How ſad muſt be the caſe of thoſe, 
who, inſtead of making a Profeſſion * 

ait 


cc contain'd in the ſcriptures; that they expoſed all 
cc creeds and confeſſions of Faith in order to run down the 
« Faith itſelf ; or, that they ridicul'd catechi/ms with 
«« an intention to prevent the riſing generation, from 
c being acquainted, if poſhble, with the doctrines of the 
« goſpel; yet time, I think, has put all this out of 
c queſtion.*” Stennett's Dedication to the chriſtian ſtrife, 
p. viii. And in the ſermon this Author ſays : —2 
I doubt not, indeed, but many good men, who, 
cc ſome years ago, refuſed to join with their brethren in a 
<< publick ſubſcription to the collective ſence of ſcripture, 
e with regard to the fundamental principles of chriſti- 
<< anity, which were then attacked, were intimidated, 
from apprehenſions, that by doing fo, they ſhould caſt 
e ſome diſgrace upon the letter of Divine revelation. 
« But ſurely, they little thought, that ſo many of thoſe 
c who, at that time, moſt ſtrenuouſly urged this objec- 
„% tion, would, ſo ſoon, have ventured to uſe the letter 
of it in the manner they have done. They have, ſome 
<< of them liv'd to ſee, that not a few, who then treated 
the ſound and faithful confeſſions of their forefathers with 
„great contempt, and repreſented thoſe, who thought 
<< themſelves obliged to bear their public teſtimony to 
<< the great truths they contained, as no friends to the 
„ Bible, have themſeves pleaded for the ſufficiency of 
« the light of nature without it, c. p. 16, 17. 
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Faith, ſeem to have ( fold themſelves to 
n e eee ont 
mentable is it, that the number of theſe aban- 
doned wretches ſhould be ſo great at this 
day! How many are there that pride them- 
ſelves in their wickedneſs, and make a jeſt 
and ridicule of every thing that is ſerious and 
facred l Surely theſe are 177 to whom that aw- 
ful ſentence belongs, (7) Unto them, that da not 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, indig- 
nation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh u 72 
on every ſoul of man that doth je, of the 
Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile. What tho 
theſe men call themſelves Chriſtians? yet 
they will not be own'd as ſuch at the great 
day, but if they continue in this wicked and 
impenitent behayiour, they will certainly be 
conſigned over to everlaſting puniſhment. O 
that ſinners would lay this to heart in time 
3. WHAT an unaccountable part do they 
act, who indeed make a Profeſſion of their 
Faith, but are not duly concerned to live ac- 
cordingly | the woice is Jacob's voice but the 
hands are the hands of Eſau : Doſt thou pro- 
feſs the name of CHRIS ? art thou outwardly 
zealous for the doctrines he has taught? Doſt 
thou attend upon his ordinances, and ap- 
proach to his table at the ſtated ſeaſons of 
communion? And yet, art thou a ſtranger 
to thy cloſet, and to the ſpiritual exerciſes of 
maeditation 


(#) 1 Kings . 20. (0 Rom. ii. 8, 9, 
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& riieditation, ſelf- ex miftatiort and prayer that 
= ſhould be petformed thiere? Doft thou omit 

= what CHRIS T requires of tliee in thy fu- 1 
mily? and art thou diſhoneſt in thy dealings ? 
For ſliame, either abafden thy Profeſſion ot 
de uß to it. It has been obferved, that the 
Prafeſſon which our Lo xp tequites, ought 
do be pructical, by having an influence upon 
the whole of out coduct, both in private in 
the ſight of Gop, and in public in our fa- 
milies and before the church and the world, 
otherwiſe GoD will have juſt reaſon to com- 
plain of us, as he did of Ephraim of old. 
(m) Ephraim, compaſſeth me about with lies 
and the houfe of Iſrael with deceit, Once 

more 

4. LET none of us be aſhamed to own 
CARIST, and to make a Profeſſion of the 
Faith of the goſpel. This is a day of error and 
deluſion ; let us therefore fiot only believe the 
truth ourſelves, But ge out #ihittence to it. 
Has not CHR is F fad, (#} whiſoever ſhall 
deny me hefbre meh, him Will I alſo" deny be- 
fore my Father Which is in heaven; (o) who- 
ſoever ſhall be 7 bf te and of my 
words, of him fhall the don of man be aſhamed, 
when he ſhall come in hi wn glory and in his 
Fathers, and of the 2 Angels? Whereas, on 
the other hand, he has promiſed to (2) can- 


Ai 


r N41 1 x 


(-m) Heſ. xi. 12, (x) Matth. x. 33. 
% Luke ix. 26. (2?) Matth. x. 32. 
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feſs, thoſe before his Father, who make an ho- 
nourable and holy Profeſſion of their Faith in 
him and obedzence to him. Let us then count 
it our honour to own him, and acknowledge 
the truths he has revealed ; for the time will 
come that he will openly acknowledge all 
his faithful people, give an N ac- 
count oſ them, and preſent them to his Fa- 
ther in the preſence of all the Angels in 


heaven. 


; INI] 9 5 


864% % %%% %%% %%% 


SERMON II. 


HEBREWS X. 23. 


Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 


Faith without wavering. 


AVING conſidered the two firſt 
things propoſed, I now proceed to 
enquire | | 


III. WAA r is 8 and included in 
our being exhorted to hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of our Faith. I have already obſerved, that 
this ſuppoſes, that it is the duty of Chriſtians 
to make a Profeſſion : but beſides, it likewiſe 
intimates, that our ftedfaſtneſs will meet with _ 


much oppoſition and many tryals, and that 5 


we are in danger of falling from it. 

Many will attempt to make us let go 
our hold. The adverſaries to the doctrines 
we profeſs are numerous and powerful, and 
therefore our ftedfaftneſs cannot but meet with 
many tryals, ſometimes by croſs providences, 
at other times by the temptations and = 

E | 
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darts of the Devil, who endeavours all he can 
(a) to have us, that he might fift us as wheat, 
in order to make us whol 13 the Faith 
of the goſpel: This was his deſign upon Pe- 
ter but CHRIST prayed for him that his 
Faith might not fail. 

THe profits and pleaſures of this evil world 
are great temptations to apoſtacy, and have 
proved the ruin of many, who have, for a time, 
made a very ſplendid Profeſſion. (45) Demas 
hath forſaken me having loved this preſent 
World; and it is to be feared, that not a few 
among us {till follow the example of Demas, 
rather than hazard a little worldly advantage, 
they act againſt their light, But | 
Orrs have had their Profeſſion tried 
by the perſecutions that have been raiſed a- 
gainſt the church. This has been often the 
18 thoſe (c) of whom the world was not 
worthy, who had tryal of cruel mockings and 
 ſecourgings, yea moreover Fa bonds and impri- 

ſonments, they were ſloned, they were ſawn a- 
under, were tempted, were flain with . the 
ford; they wandered about in ſheep-ſtins and 
goat=ſzins, being deſtitute, afflicted, torment- 
ed, they, wandered in deſerts and in mountains, 
and in dens and caves of the earth. And tho 
many have been enabled to ſtand their ground 
againſt all theſe cruelties, yet others, not ca- 
ring to endure a fiery tryal (d) have made 

(a) Luke xxii. 31, 32. (% 2 Tim. iv. 10. 

(e) Heb. xi. 36—39. (4) 1 Tim. i. 19. 


OO 1" Vw. be 
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22 of Faith and a good. conſeiezice, 


oreover 

Tux Profeſſion of our Faith is oppoſed 
by errors in doctrine, Error has been, and 
ſtill is propagated in the church in oppoſition 
to the genuine, my and the fundamental 

ints o chriſtianity and the tendency of it 
is to darken or ar e the truth, ps Fd 
the Faith of the believer. The Apoſtle Peter 
was fully perſwaded of this, # he gave 
this needful caution : (e) Ye therefore beloved 


1 40 ye know theſe things before, ary leſt 


lſo, being led away with the error of the 
= Fall. from your own ſtedfaſtneſs. * 8 
ſays one, is a vortex or whurlepool, which firſt 
turns men round, and then fucks them in; 


Ye not therefore carried about with divers 


and ſtrange doctrines: for it is good that the 
beart be eſtabliſhed with grace. So that the. 


poſition is evident between being carried 
= and being eſtabliſhed by grace, 


IN a word, we find no ſmall oppoſition to 
the Faith, which we profeſs, from our own 
weak and corrupt minds, and have, on that 
account, great —— (g) to take heed to our- 

ſelves, it there be, in any of us, an evil heart 
5 unbelief, in departing 8 from the livi ng Gop. 
We are certainly with greater caſe tainted 
by error, than grounded in the truth; for 
truth, when it cometh, hath nothing in us, but 

E 2 our 


(e) + \*8t- iii. 17. (f) Heb. xiii. 9, 
(6) f b, iii. 12. 4 ? 
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our very natures are prone to err in judgment 
as well as in practice; and the firſt makes 
way for the ſecond: thus it is remarkable that, 
when the ſerpent ſeduced Eve, his firſt at- 
tempt was to make her have erroneous con- 
ceptions of Gop ; and therefore the Apoſtle 
fully places (Y) herefies among the works of 
the fleſh, Hence it is evident, that we are 
in danger of falling from our Profeſſion; for 
tho' no real believer can fall totally or finally, 
et he is in hazard of ſuch falls, as may diſ- 
oor Gop, bring a reproach upon religion 
and diſturb his own peace. For inſtance, he 
may for a time oppoſe the Faith, or deny his th 
Profeſſion, as is too evident from the Exam- . 
ple of Peter, who once made ſuch a noble e 
Conſeſſion, ſaying, 98 Thou art CHRIST the ; hk 
u 

t 

C 

] 


Son of the living Gop, that our Loxp gave 
this honourable teſtimony to it, Bleſſed art 
thou Simon Barjona : for fleſh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven, &c. But, notwithſtanding all 
this, did he not afterwards deny his Los Dp 
and Maſter with oaths and imprecations ? O 
what is man! what are the beſt of men, when 
left to themſelves ! | 
HAvinG thus ſhown what this exhorta- 
tion 5 we muſt now enquire what is 
included in it. 


To 


(b) Gal. v. 20. (i) Matth. xvi. 16, 17. 
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ro hold faſt our Profeſſion then, includes, 
fm perſuaſion of mind of the truth of 
hat we profeſs, a holy reſolution to abide 
Herein and adhere thereto, and the exerting 
Ul our abilities in the defence of it. 

1. A F1RM perſuaſion of the truth of the 
aith of which we make a Profeſſion. . One 
Freat reaſon, why many fo eaſily let go the 
Profeſſion they have made, is, becauſe they 
were never thoroughly grounded at firſt; 
having neither been well inſtructed by others, 
vor having made a proper and diſtinct ex- 
ZZamination into the principles of religion 
themſelves. What numbers are there, who, (&) 
Zrbrough there own itching ears, heaping up 
teachers to themſelves have never been eſtabliſh- 
ed in the truth? When men have not a clear 
knowledge of what they profeſs, they are ge- 
nerally left to a wandering uncertainty ; and 
EX how can it be otherwife? For many will en- 
=X deavour to draw us into pernicious errors, will 
= leave no attempt uneſſayed to gain their point; 

and, if we are not well grounded in 1s + 


+ << It has been an obſervation, and it is very juſt, 
c and confirmed by experience, that ſuch as have been 
6 partakers of the grace of God, who never were in- 
« firufted in the doctrines of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
“have been often very warm, ſincere and ſcrupulous 
<< profeſſors of chriſtianity z but they have been gene- 
& rally either hot and unſettled, or fond of edrancing 
«© only 


# 2 Tim. iv. 3. 


7 
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fundamental articles of chriſtianity, in their 
nature and dependance upon one another, we 
ſhall certainly be in danger of turning aſide 
to lying fables, Vt Aa | 

2. X HOLY reſolution and firmneſs of 


mind to abide in and adhere to our Profeſ- 
ſion, is eral included in the exhortation 


here given us by the Apoſtle, We are told 
that when Barnabas came to Antioch, and had 
ſeen the grace of Gop, he was glad and 
exhorted them all (/) that with purpoſe of 
heart they would cleave unto the Lorp. 
There is all the reaſon in the world that we 
ſhould be reſolute in our adherence to the 
truth, reſolved in the ſtrength of the Lozxp 
not to part with it or any branch of it, tho 
we ſhould be expoſed to ever fo many hard- 
ſhips and perſecutions. þ+ Great is truth, 
5 | in the end, it will prevail againſt all o 

poſitions. If once we are rightly perſwaded of 
the truth of what we believe, we ſhall na- 
turally reſolve,” in a dependance on the 


grace 


© only one truth, and uneaſy to hear of any thing elſe, 
« or ready to admire all preaching, which is ſuited to 
„ move the lower paſſions, or elſe prone to run into 
„ enthuſiaſm. On the other hand, when ſuch are con- 
vexted, as have been brought by Inſtruction, to have a 
«© good meaſure of knowledge of the peculiar and diſ- 
«« tinguifhing doctrines of our boly religion, they have 
been more ſteady in their adherence to right principles 


and more regularly uniform in their conduct.“ Lime- 


rect ſerm. Vol. 2. p. 611. 
+ 1 Eſdras iv. 35, UV) Ads xi. 23 


* 
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grace of Go p, never to abandon it, and the 
ſronger our reſolutions are, if they are not 
made in our own ſtrength, the more ſtedfaſt 
and uniform we ſhall be. 


3. ANOTHER thing contain'd in this ex- 


hortation is the exerting all our abilities in the 
defence of the Faith which we profeſs. It has 
been always the lot of truth to be oppoſed 
by men (m) reprobate concerning the Faith; 
but then, they, who make a ſincere profeſſi- 
on of it, will do every thing, according to their 
capacity to defend it, We are to (7) con- 
tend earneſtly for the Faith, once delivered to 
= the ſaints, not by Þ perſecuting thoſe who 
differ from us, but by producing what argu- 


ments we can in its ſupport, and removi 
every br pe that may be made againft it. 
It would be a betraying our Profeſſion, to be 
filent, when any of the doctrines of the 
goſpel are run down, or when any thing is 
vented inconſiſtent with the honour of Gop, 
the glory of the Redeemer, or the deſign of 
| the 


+ ** The weapons of this conteſt arc not carnal. It 
« excludes all manner of violence, coercive power and 
force, againſt the bodies, eſtates or civil rights of men, 
«« which tho* neceſſary in the hands of the civil magi- 
« ſtrate to ſecure the publick peace and tranquility, and 
<< anſwer the end of human governments, are utterly 
* unlawful and abominable when uſed as engines to 
<< /propagate religion whether truc or falſe, Cc. Cu- 
mins's advice, p. 30, 31. 


60 2 Tim. iii, 8. (=) Jude ver. 3. 
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rule of Faith, which is no other than the 
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things contain'd in it with fatyr and ridi- 


rection of CaR1sT, upon which all our hope 
are founded, is treated with ſcorn, and the 
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ture have been given up, one after another, by 


„ ere 
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the chriſtian revelation. But in a particulz 
manner, this Holding faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith requires, that we ſteadily adhere to and 
ſtand up for not only the rule, but alſo all te 
doeftrines of Faith. 4  =_ 

Wx are to hold faſt our Profeſſion of the 


word of Go p contained in the ſcripture; 
of the Old and New Teſtaments : and ſurely 
there never was a time, wherein a ſtedfai 
adherence to this was more requiſite than 
now, when many plead the ſufficiency of 
natural reaſon in order to weaken the autho. * 
rity of this divine revelation, and to treat the 


cule. Error never raged with greater violence, 
than in theſe unhappy times; nay the reſur. 


Penmen of the New Teſtament are repreſent. 
ed as cheats and fools: And it is but too evi- 
dent, that moſt of the doctrines of the ſcrip- 


ſome who yet declare, that the B1BLE is their 
religion. Should we not then vigorouſly con- 


tend, for every thing that appears to be re. 


vealed from heaven? Should we not beware 

of giving up the Divine authority of one iot 
contain'd in our Bibles, or of receiving any 

doctrine as an article of our belief, but what 
is either expreſſed in them, or may with clear 

evidence be deduced from them ? PE 


EY ; 5 
=; x 2 
.N D i: 
: 
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Ax as we are conſtantly to profeſs. our 
belief of the Bible, as that revelation, 
which was delivered from heaven, ſo we are, 
with equal conſtancy, to adhere to all the 
dodtrines contained in it, or that may be 
proved from it: being exhorted by the inſpi- 
red Apoſtle to (o) hold faſt the form of ſound 
words. For tho' that exhortation was given 
to Timothy, yet () whatſoever things were 
qoritten afore- time, were written for our learn- 
ing. It is not ſufficient to profeſs that we 
believe the + letter of the Bible, unleſs we 

F like- 


+ Was this all that was neceſſary, we could never 
know what is believed by any. A Socinian, for inſtance, 
will adhere to that expreſſion, The Father and J are one, as 
well as a Calviniſt: but who is the wiſer for ſuch a de- 
claration ? But that I may ſhow the reader, whoſe argu- 
ment they uſe, who exclaim ſo much againſt confe/ſing 
our Faith in any other than the expreſs words of ſcrip- 
ture, I muſt beg leave to inſert the following paſſage. 

„The Jeſuits, Socinians, Ic. who were alſo called 
Libertines, were, till of late, the laſt fraternities of 
men, who ſet up this juggling plea. How widely ſo- 
ever theſe ſects differed among themſelves, they a- 
«c greed in aſſerting, that whatever is not, Pi rds and 
% ſyllabically contain'd in ſcripture is not to be accounted 
an article of Faith; and that conſequences, how true ſo- 
<< ever in themſelves, yet being deduced by fallible men, are 
n juſt ground to build our Faith upon. The Socinians 
are peremptory in their concluſions, and think it abſurd 
to ſuppoſe that any thing ſhould be neceſſary to ſalvation, 
+ quod tantum per conſequentias ex S. literis demonſtra- 

| tur, 


(=) 2 Tim. i. 13. (e) Rom. xv, 4. 
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likewiſe confeſs our Faith in the ſenſe' of it; 
for if a bare aſſent to the former was ſuffici- 
ent without a regard to the latter, I can't ſee, 
how we could contradict or rather confute 
the popiſh doctrine of tranſubſtantiation: and 
therefore it is neceſſary, that we make an ex- 
plicit Profeſſion of and conſtantly adhere to 
all the doctrines contain'd in the ſcriptures, 
and this will be eſpecially our duty, when 
they meet with remarkable oppoſition. If, 


ce fur which is only demonſtrated by conſequences from ſcrip- 
& ture. They determine abſolutely, that every thing ne- 
cc cefſary muſt altogether, even to a letter (ad literam) be 
c written in the facred volumes. So that with them the 
« moſt indubitable and irrefragable conſequences are of 
« no authority in points of Faith. Doubtleſs theſe 
% men were ſtrenuous aſſertors of the perfection of 
« ſcripture ! It was their pious regard to the ſufficiency 
« of holy writ, that made them deny all certainty of any 
66 Jedudtions from it. 
When this method was firſt brought into France, 
&« by ſome Doctors of the church of Rome, to bring a 
& diſgrace upon the confe/ſi-zs of the reformed church- 
es, which could not be proved by formal paſſages 
«6 without the help of juſt and lawful conſequences from 
« ſcripture, the learned Daille expoſed the fallacy of it, 
&« (as did Spanbemius and others in Hollaud and Germany) 
tand at the ſame time ſhewed it was the conſtant guiſe 
tc of the moſt peſtilent hereſies that infeſted the chriſtian 
« church, eſpecially the Arian, Macedmian and Euty- 
&« chian, They all with one conſent cried out, The/z 
cc things are net read; bring us formal words of ſcripture ; 
&« truth is not to be gathered by argument, or drawing of 
& conſequences, but is proved by ſimple rdf The 
„ Arians demanded a text in which the Son is. in ſo many 
3 | Fry «© words. 
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det, inftance, any of the truths of the goſpel 


concerning the perſon of CuR1sT, and 

ſalvation, are oppoſed; if his Supream Deity, 
his ſatisfaction, or the efficacy of his grace, 
ſhould be called in queſtion ; then we are 
boldly to adhere to theſe principles, as the 
glory of chriſtianity, and to look upon thoſe, 
who maintain and propagate ſuch errors, as 
the enemies of JESUS. But I am now to 


enquire 


IV. AF TER what manner we are to hold 
faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith, And, I 
think, it will eaſily appear, that we ſhould 


maintain it with humility, in oppoſition to 


ſelf-confidence, with zeal and ardor of ſpirit, 


in oppoſition to a criminal indifference, with 


a pure heart and a good conſcience in oppo» 
ſition to hypocriſy and profaneneſs, and with 
F 2 ſuch 


<<. words ſaid to be of the ſame ſubſtance or eſſence with 
« the Father. The Macedonians aſk'd, where is it written 
<< that the Holy Ghoſt is God? and the Futychians, In 
£6 what ſcripture at the two natures of Chriſt to be read? 
«© "Theſe men, at the ſame time that they ſhun'd a tryal 
by ſcripture, evidence or the collective ſenſe of thoſe 

«« ſcriptures which relqted to the thing in queſtion, and 
«© refuſed to admit of any confequences drown from two 
«© or more places put together, yet boaſted of the reſpect 
they paid to the holy ſcriptures; and had this pięce of 
«« ſophiſtry always in their mouths, we will readily ſubmit 
<< to whatever is written there: as if God had given us a 
© revelation of ſimple words or ideas, which we can nei- 
ther connect together nor deduce any thing from. Cum- 
ming's grounds of the preſent differences, &c. p. 4, 5, 6, 


36 STEDFASTNESS"# he Falrn 


ſuch a coriſtant and firm perſeverance, as ſtands 
ed to wavering and apoſtacy. 

1. Wirn humility, in oppoſition to felE- 
confidence: we are always to be diffident of 
our own ſtrength ; for ſhould we be ſo fool- 
hardy, as to imagine that we are able of our- 
ſelves to perſevere in Faith and holineſs, we 
may come to ſee our miſtake by our fall. It 
is a great encouragement to believers, that (p) 
in the LoRD CHRIST they have STRENGTH 
as well as r1ghteou neſs, that he is (q) the fi- 

055 as Well as the author and heginner - 

that it is G0 p alone that can 

Hop dem from falling, and that can (6) 
#lifh them in every good word and work. Our 
ciſterns would ſoon fail, were they not con- 
tinually ſupplied with an everlaſting ſpring. 
Should we not then be always diffident of 
ourſelves, and in the whole progreſs of our 
2 courſe, go forth and go on in the 
ſtrength of the LoRD Gop, making mention 


| of 75 righteouſneſs, even of his only? For a 


liever never walketh with ſafety, but in 


the hand of CyrisT, or when eaning on 
his arm. 


2. We are to hold fot the Profeſſion of 


our Faith with a holy zeal and fervency of 
Spirit in oppoſition to a criminal indifferency. 


3 we r that in the fupport and 
. 


(p) Ifaiah av, 24. (9) Heb. %ii. 2. ( Jude ver. 
AJ. 02 Thel. ii. 17. * Stennett's chriſtian ſtrife, 
P- 54 | 
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ion of the truths of the goſpel, the 


. glory of Go himſelf is concerned, and that 
on them the falvation of immortal ſouls is 
built, we ſhall find ourſelves obliged to ſhew 


that we are in earneſt, and that we dare not 
be aſhamed of that goſpel, which diſplays the 
glory of free and ſovereign grace, and on 


2 ; which our eternal happineſs depends. Under 


2 influence of the SPIRIT, theſe 


conſiderations will engage us to be valiant 
for the truth, nor ſhall we be ferriſied by the 


. 3 of it, nor ſuffer our zeal to be 
the artful remonſtrances of thoſe, 


KF d under the ſpecious pretext of a catho- 


Meg ſpirit, — perſuade us to a ſneaking 
erency, or a criminal neutrality.” We 

0 commanded to (?) Atrive tage- 
ther for t the Faith of the goſpel, and to (a) 
contend earneſtly for the Faith once delivered 
to the ſaints, 

3. Wx are to perſevere in our Profeſſion 
with a pure heart and a good conſcience, in 
oppoſition to hypocriſy and profaneneſs. The 
Apoſtle has laid it down as a neceſſary truth, 
that (x) they who have believed in Gop, ſhould 
be careful to maintain good works, There is no 
( y) holding the myſtery of Faith, but in a 
pure conſcience. And therefore we,who make 


a Profeſſion, ſhould of all others maintain the 


ſtricteſt holineſs i in our hearts and lives, that 

the 

(t) Phil. i. Pr: 00 Jude ver. 3. (* Titus 
ii. 8. (y) 1 Tim. iti. 9. | 
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the enemies of the truth may take no advan- 
tage by our irregular and vicious conduct, to 
caſt a flur upon our holy religion. Faith and 
holineſs are ſo inſeparably connected together, 
that as all pretences to the latter without the 
former are vain, ſo (z) Faith without works ® 

is dead. Once more 
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Ci 4. Wx are to bold faſt the Profeſſion of | 
a our Faith with conſtancy and perſeverance in 
þ oppoſition to inſtability and apoſtacy ; or, as 
[ | it is expreſs'd in the text * without waver- | 


ing; for (a) he that wavereth is like a wave | . 
. of the ſea driven with the wind and toſſed, or 


as another Apoſtle expreſſes it, (5) he is 5's 
Arn. ed 


q * There were many in thoſe days, who did he/e- -- 
iN <<. tate in the Profeſſion of the doctrine of the goſpel, MR 
Wh. « ſometimes they inclin'd unto it and embraced it, 


1 4 cc ſometimes they returned again to Fudaiſm, and ſome- 
* « times they would reconcile »xand compound the two 
* „ covenants, the two religions, the two churches to- 
1.4 «c gether, with which ſort of men our Apoſtle had 
17 «© great contention, As mens minds waver in theſe 
1 4 things, ſo their profeſſion wavers, which the Apoſtle 
bl here condemneth or oppoſeth unto that full aſſurance 
« of Faith which he required in us. 'AxAivis is, not 
„ ts be bent one way or another, by impreſſions made 
« from any things or cauſes, but to abide firm, fix'd 
* and Faves in oppoſition to them And it is oppoſed to 
„an halting between two opinions, unto a weakneſs or 
y -< jrrefolution of mind, to an yielding by way of com- 
e pliance in any point of doctrine or worſhip, and to 
$* a final apoſtacy from the truth, which this wavering 
brings unto.” Owen in locum. 


(z) Jam, ii, 20. (a) Jam. i. 6. (0) Eph. iv. 14, 
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ſed to and fro, and carried about with every 


= 
» 
* 
*% 
. 
wy 


wind of doctrine, by the fleight of men, and 
the cunning craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait 
to decerve, and therefore there is nothing 
more frequently enjoin'd in ſcripture than 

f ho Faith ; for this reaſon, our 


Z own weakneſs ſhould not diſcourage us, nor 


+» Ry. 
Za 

E ug 
* ok 


= any dangers make us afraid, but we ſhould 
rather reſolve, in the ſtrength of Gop, to and 


faſt in the Faith, and at all times and in e- 


very company adorn and recommend theſe 


2 octrines which we profeſs to be- 
ve. 

Tux Faith to which we adhere is not of 
yeſterday ; it 1s no new or upſtart opinion, 
which was unknown in the primitive ages : 
It is long fince it was fix'd and determined ; 
for that which is now commonly taught in 
the reformed churches, in their articles and 


=X confeſſions, concerning our fall in Adam and 


our recovery by CHRIST, is the very ſame 


with what was believed and taught in the 


chriſtian church from the beginning. And 
therefore, it is neceſſary, that we be well aſſu- 
red of the truth, that our minds be ſteady 
and compoſed, that we be (c) grounded and 
ſettled in the Faith and unmoved from the hope 
of the goſpel, which we have heard. It is a 
juſt obſervation which * one makes, © that 
| | ; | 4 

*Cumming's advice, p. 55. 
() Col. 4 | BIS 
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a fluctuating diſpoſition is eaſily captivated by 
ſurpriſing novelties, that have a ſhew of wiſ⸗ 
dom. And when this humour takes, when 
men are poſſeſs'd with a ſpirit of giddineſs, 
they are never eaſy, but when they are chan- 

ng their principles, and ſhifting from one 
fide of the queſtion to the other.” But let 


us proceed 


V. To enquire why we are thus 70 hold 
faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without waver- 
ing; and there are many conſiderations that 
ſhould determine us to a ready compliance 
with this important exhortation; for the temp- 
tations to apoſtacy in our day are great and 
manifold, the ſtate of apoſtates is dangerous, 
ſtedfaſtneſs is what Go p frequently in his 
word enjoins on us, compaſſion for our po- 
ſterity ſhould move us to it, the chriſtian 
Faith is moſt valuable, and we are under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to perſevere therein. 

1. MANY are the temptations in our da 
to apoſtacy. That apoſtolical prediction is 
now literally fulfilled, (4) In the latter times 


and laſt days, perilous times ſhall come, ſome 


ſhall depart from the Faith, giving heed to ſe- 
ducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils, bee 
lies in hypocriſy. Of this ſort are they which creep 
into houſes, and lead captive filly women. Now 
as Jannes and Jambres withſtood Moſes, 4 


(4) 1 Tim. iv. 1. compar'd with 2 Tim. iii, 1, 6, 8. 
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do theſe ulſo 'refift che truth, men of c corrupt 


© minds, reprobate concerning the Faith, Theſe 


then are the days in which our lot is caſt, days 


nn which errors of all kinds abound; "What 


one doctrine of the goſpel meets not with 


7 | oppoſition ? What a el of Arminiantſm 


has almoſt overſpread the holy land? How 


| have the 284 of Arius ind, Socinus of late 


id? And are not Antinomian and Sa- 
Ilian corruptions reviv'd among us ? And 


F 3g thus, while the moſt important R fs of 


our holy religion are ſeverally attack 
of adverſaries, the chriſtian vol Ah 


f 0 moſt impiouſly oppoſed, and blaſphe- 
not mA be much upon our guard, when the 


by not a few. Should we 


enemies of the truth are ſo many, and when 
they leave ho ſtone unturned to gain proſe- 
lytes, by cunning inſinuations, high pretences 


f i and ſpreading abroad books of error and de- 


lufion ? Beſides, how ignorant are many? 
And, how wavering ? Having itching ears af- 
ter novelties, and, not being rooted in the 


truth, they lie open to be infected, Again, 


2. Let it be ſeriouſly conſidered, that the 
ſtate of apoſtgtes is very gero, for (d) if 


; We pod jn ily, after that 'wwe have received 


15 0 * truth, there remaineth nd 


: | 7 are ons but a certain fearful 


— for of judg 4 7 fiery indignation, 


which 


(@) Heb, x. 26, 27. | 


which. ſhall devour the adverfaries, The 
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meaning of which words is not merely, if 
we fin againſt light and knowledge, we ſhall 


be thus miſerable z but the Apoſtle here inti- 
mates, that if, after we have attained to the 
knowledge of the truths of the goſpel, we fin 
wilfully by deſerting | theſe doctrines, if we 
depart from the Faith of CHRIS the only 
propitiation, there remaineth no more ſacrifice 
for-fin. Let us then beware of being led a- 
ſide, let us adhere to every truth and avoid 
every error; becauſe hardly any error can be 
alone, one. falſe. poſition generally needs ano- 
ther to fupport it, and if we warp. into one, 
we ſhall ſoon be led aſide into a ſecond, and 
none knows how far we may go. Some in- 
deed have maintain d the innocence of er- 
ror, .. but ſince the ſcripture ſpeaks of (e) dam- 
nable herefies, it follows, that they who have 
made a Profeſſion. of the truth, and have de- 


parted from it, are in a very 1 way. 


The Lon p reclaim them for his mercy's 
ſake. Error after knowledge ſtands at a 
greater diſtance from truth than ignorance; 
but we are told, that, at the great day, (/) 
te LRD JESUS, will be revealed from hea- 
ven in flaming fire, taking vengeance...on them 
that know not Go p, as well as on thoſe that 
ey not the goſpel. Now, if ignorance is thus 
dangerous, fundamental errors are much mote 
og . ſo; 


(e) 2 Pet. ii. 1. (4) a Theſ. i. 8, 9. 
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N | ſo; and therefore, the time will come, when 
the gators of error and the oppoſers of 


the truth will be convinc'd, whether they 
were right or wrong. At that time, they, who 
deny the Supream Godhead of Cuk rs, will 
have an experimental proof and perfect de- 
monſtration of his Deity to their everlaſting 
confuſion: Then the mockers at bis imputed 
== righteouſneſs will ſee, whether they can ſtand 
before his tribunal in Zherr own. But | 
8 . Gop requires us to be ſleadfaſt in the 
Faith, not only in the text, but in ſeveral o- 
ther places of ſeripture: if we are not then 
careful to be unſhaken in the principles of the 
goſpel, we ſhall be placed in the ber of 
thoſe, who are diſobedient to the command 
of GoD. This was the argument that great- 
ly embolden'd Peter and John, when they were 
enjoin'd by the council (g) nt to ſpeak at all, 
nor teach in the name of JESUS; they reply- 
ed, ſaying,” whether it be right in the fight 
of Go, to hearken unto you more than unto 
Gop, judge ye. They were perſwaded, that 
they could not abandon the Profeſſion they 
had made, without tranſgreſſing the Divine 
command, and thereby incurring his diſplea- 
ſure : And therefore they were in (Y) in no- 
thing terrified by their adverſaries. "0 
4. COMPASSION for our poſterity ſhould 
induce us to hold faſt the Profeſſion” of eur 
| | G 2 Faith, 


(b) Acts iv. 18, 19, (i) Phil. i. 28. 17 


for the { 
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Faith. We ate not only to loak to ourſelves, 
but. alſo. to our offipring, to thoſe 2 
which ſhould be tran{mitted to them: One 
generation ſhould teach another: And-as we 
take care of their civil concerns, and leave 
them. 1 7 and other national pri- 
vileges, endeavour in other — Sa to 
provide for their temporal welfare, ſhould we 
not be much more careful of their ſpiritual 
concerns? Should e not hand down to them 
the important doctrines of our holy religion, 
pure and uncorrupted? Our anceſtors had us 
their children much upon their hearts, they 
ſtood up in defence of, the truth, not only 
ke of truth itſelf, for their own 
fakes, t that we alſo-might ien it in its 
purity: And ſhall we abandon that g 
on which they ſo earneſtly . contended 
for ? How ſhall thoſe, who. are yet unborn 
come to the knowledge of the things per- 
taining to their peace, if ee from the 
Faith? I cannot, then, but periwade myſelf, 
that you will be of the ſame mind with me, 
that compaſſion to after-ages ſhould excite us 


to the greateſt ſtedfaſtneſs. But 


5. Tur doctrines, which we profeſs to 
believe, are moſt valuable; for they owe their 


original to Gop, twas he, who nd the 


diſcovery of them; human reaſon-could never 
have known them, - nay the very Angels (i) 


ere 


(i) 1 Pet. 1. 2. 
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== defrre to hok into them. By theſe we come 
d learn, not only our 3 nature, but 
TE likewiſe our recovery by Lord: Jxsus 
== CaxRr1sT: ; by theſe we are inſtructed into the 
== (4) myſteries that had been bid from ages and 
generations; theſe diſcoyer the way, whereby 
== we may come at laſt to (J) fing the ſong of 
== Moſes and the Lamb. How valuable is the 
=X chriſtian Faith! for CHRIST and him cruci- 
ed is the main ſubject of it. In one word, 
ſuch is che cxcellency of thoſe things we pro- 
feſs to believe, that many of the moſt emi- 
nent of Gop's people, in former ages, ſeal' d 
them with their blood: they faw ſuch a glory 
in the doctrines of chriſtianity, that, rather 
== than part with the leaſt of them, they were 
ready to reſign their lives, and all that was 
dear to them in this world. 
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n x SHALL we then deſert 8 of ſuch 
r- moment and importance? If they were mat- 


ters of indifferency, there would be ſome ex- 
f, cuſe for ſucha conduct, but as they are truths 
e, which Gop has revealed for the manifeſta- 
15 tion of the glory of his grace, and of all the 

== other perfections of his nature; as they tend 
to do the honour of IRSUs, who, will through 
ir eternity (m) be admired of all them that be- 


16 T7 eve, as they inſtruct us what to believe con- 
er cerning the FATHER, the Son, and the 
) F Holy 
re | 


5 (4) Coloſ. i. 26. | (1) Rev. xv. Wt 
= () 2 Theſ. i. 10. . | 


| ey: SPIRIT; and how to avoid the 


Wen to bold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith 


men: Shall we then, let go our Profeſſion, 


' ſerying the goſpel in its ſimplicity and purity 
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wrath to come, and attain 2 to glory, ho- 
nour and immortality, even eternal life. Should 
we not ſtedfaſtly adhere to theſe things? E- 
cially, if to all that has been ſaid, we add 
one conſideration more, | 


6. THAT. we are under che angelt ob- 


without wavering. By our baptiſm (o) in the 

name & the FATHER, Son, and Hol v 
88 „we became ſolemnly engaged to 
believe and adhere to the doctrine of the a- 
dorable Trinity, and to all the other princi- 
ples that are connected with it, or conſequen- 
tial from it, and ſuch as have been at the 
Lord's. table have ratified and confirmed all 
this, in the preſence of Gop, Angels and 


or in the leaſt deſert: the ' cauſe of CurisrT, 
or give up any of his truths ? 
Lx us further conſider, what great things 
Goo has done, in the courſe of his provi- 
dence, in behalf of theſe nations, for pre- 


among us, notwithſtanding the moſt vigo- 
rous efforts that haye been made, to deprive 
us of this ineſtimable treaſure : Certainly, as 
one * obſerves, | ** ther diſplays of a Divine 
hand are almoſt as ſenſible, as if Wa 
451 | | ars 


* Bennett's Memoirs, p. 423. 
(a) Rom. ii. 7. (e) Matth, Xxviil. 19. 
| ( 7 Judges v. 20. 
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tc ftars in their courſes had fought againſt our 


enemies, or Heselias's Angel had been 


= * ſent to deſtroy them! To go no further 
= back, can we ever forget the glorious Rx- 
= voLuUTIoN, Which ſtopp'd the current of 
= prevailing Popery ?; Or be unmindful of the 
ſeaſonable interpoſition of providence in the 


3 acceſſion of the preſent royal er the 
= throne, on that very day, on which iniquity 


was to have been eſtabliſhed by a law, and 
WB a ſtop put to the education of our children 
in the true doctrines of the chriſtian Faith ? 
Had the Popiſb and Jacobite ſchemes: taken 
effect, Proteſtant Diſſenters would have been 
once more ſubjected to bonds and impriſon- 
ments: And then, I dare venture to affirm, 
that Proteſtant Catechiſms; and Confeſſions f 
Faith, agreeable to the word of Go p, would 


have been in higher repute among us, than 


they are at preſent ; But bleſſed be our good 
= gracious Gop, who appeared for his 
own cauſe, and for us his unworthy and un- 
teful people in the day of extremity : And 
lefled be his holy name, he has continued 
to follow us, with ſuch a ſeries of mercies, 
down to this very time, that may juſtly ob- 
lige us to ſet up our EBENEZER, and ſay, 
hitherto has the Lord belped us! Can we, 


then, think of theſe things, and not be ſen- 


ſible of the obligations we are under to hold 
faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith? Shall we, af- 
ter all that a gracious and merciful 9 

| | g 2 , +23 tf *. | ne 
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© ligations to hold foft the Profeſſion of our Faith 


among us, notwithſtanding the moſt vigo- 


| (?) Judges v. 20, 


wrath to come, and attain (u) to glory, ho- 
nour and immortality, even eternal life. Should 
we not ſtedfaſtly adhere to theſe things? E- 
ally, if to all that has been ſaid, We add 
2 one conſideration more, 
6. THAT. we are under the Groupe ob- 


without wavering. By our baptiſm (o) in the 
name f the FATHER, Son, and Hol x 
88 „uwe became ſolemnly engaged to 
believe and adhere- to the doctrine of the a- 
dorable Trinity, and to all the other princi- 
ples that are connected with it, or ex} via 
tial from it, and ſuch as have been at the 
Lord's table have ratified and confirmed all 
this, in the preſence of Gop, Angels and 
men: Shall we then, let go our Profeſſion, 
or in the leaſt deſert: the ' cauſe of CurisrT, 
or. give up any of his'truths ? 
Lux us further conſider, what great things 
Go p has done, in the courſe of his provi- 
dence, in behalf of theſe nations, for pre- 
ſerying the goſpel in its ſimplicity and purity 


rous efforts that haye been made, ta deprive 
us _—_ this ineſtimable treaſure : Certainly, as 
* obſerves, (the: diſplays of a Divine 

6. * hand are almoſt as ſenſible, as if 2 55 
ars 


* Bawnett' Memoirs, p. 423. 
(n) Rom. ii. 7. (e) Matth. , 19. 


7 | acceſſion of the preſent royal 45 to the 
miqt 


e fors in their courſes bad fought againſt our 
. e or — Ar ABS Tad been 
= * ſent to deſtroy them“ To go no further 
back, can we ever forget the glorious Rx- 
vOLUTION, Which ſtopp'd the current of 
= prevailing Popery? Or be unmindful of the 

| ſeaſonable interpoſition of providence in the 


= throne, on that very day, on whi 

= was to have been eſtabliſhed by a 8 
== a ſtop put to the education of our children 
iin the true doctrines of the chriſtian Faith ? 
Had the Popiſb and Jacobite ſchemes: taken 
effect, Proteſtant Diſſenters would have been 
once more ſubjected to bonds and impriſon- 


ments: And then, I dare venture to affirm, 
that Proteſtant Catechiſms; and Confeſſions of 


Faith, agreeable to the word of G op, would 


have been in higher repute among us, than 


they are at preſent ; But bleſſed be our good 
— gracious Gop, who appeared for his 
own cauſe, and for us his unworthy and un- 
teful people in the day of extremity: And 
leſſed be his holy name, he has continued 
to follow us, with ſuch a ſeries of mercies, 
down to this very time, that may juſtly ob- 
lige us to ſet up our EBENEZER, and ſay, 
hitherto has the Lord belped us! Can we, 


then, think of theſe things, and not be ſen- 


ſible of the obligations we are under to hold 
faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith? Shall we, af- 
ter all that a gracious and merciful Gop has 


. 
| 
| 
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done for us; be indifferent about any of the 


t truths of the goſpel? Shall we be 
— — of ſuch ingratitude, and thus (q) re- 


quite the LORD as @ fooliſh people, and un- 
wife? O let not ſuch a ſpirit as this be in 
any of us, but rather let us (r) continue in 
the things which wwe have learned, and have 
hive e of that we may not, in the leaſt, 
be moved ( from the hope of the. goſpel, 
But it is now time to conclude, 


VI. Wir giving you ſome directions 
how | to attain the fedfaſtneß here recom- 
mended by the Apoſtle. And ' 

Hirt, As there are ſeveral things that have 
a tendency to make you. unſtable, ſo I am 
perſwaded, you will take it kind to be warn- 
ed againſt them; and therefore give me leave 
to entreat you, L >, 9h 
I. To beware of erroneous preachers. Our 
Lok pb not only exhorts us to (f) take heed 
how doe hear, but alſo (u) what we hear. Tt 
is certainly for a lamentation, that there ſhould 
be the leaſt occaſion for ſuch a warning as 


this: But it is too plain, that falſe doctrines 


are preach'd, and crowds attend the preach- 
ers of them, -whereby we may be convinced 
of the literal accompliſhment of that apoſto- 


lical prediction, which foretold that the (x) 


Lime 


(4) eat. . 6, (r) 2 Tims il. 1 ; 
(% Coloſ. i. 23. (t) Luke viii. 18. (% Mark iv. 24. 


— ( 2 Tim. Iv. 3, 44 
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time will come when they will not endure ſound 
= dofirine, but after their own luſts, ſhall they 


heap up to themſebves teachers, having itching 
ears, and they ſhall turn away their ears from 
the truth, and ſball be turned unto fables. And 
from this it is evident, that the common ef- 
fe& of hearing unſound doctrine, is the turn- 
ing away the hearers from the truth: ſeveral 
at firſt go only out of curioſity, but by and 


buy they go out of choice. 
IT * 


been obſerved, that the true doc- 
trines of Faith have a natural tendency to ma- 
nifeſt the glory of the Divine perfections, ad- 
vance the honour of the Redeemer, curb the 


pride of fallen man, and promote all manner 
of holineſs; ſhould we not then avoid thoſe, 


who preach up ſentiments and opinions in- 


conſiſtent with theſe great deſigns of the goſ- 
pel revelation? | 

2. BEWARE of erroneous books; for if 
we are to (y) take heed what we hear, we 


ſhould likewiſe take heed what we read, ſince 


we are in danger of being led aſtray into error 
by the one, as well as by the other: And 
when we conſider, that in ſeveral books, the 
moſt dangerous ſentiments are: defended with 


- fo much art and cunning, that ordinary 


Chriſtians, who are not verſed in controver- 
hal writings, cannot be ſuppoſed to fee the 
ſophiſtry that is made uſe of in them, and 
therefore they ought to be very cautious of 
what they read. 

H þ THEY 
(3) Mark iv. 24. 
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thoroughly eſtabliſhed in the Faith, who 
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Tux v had need to be well inſtructed and 


would attempt to read many things, that have 
been publiſhed in the world for ſome years 


paſt, - But yet, bleſſed be Gop, there has no- 
thing hitherto been wrote againſt the chriſtian 


revelation in general, or any of the doctrines 
of it in particular, but what has been fully 
and clearly anſwered, by thoſe whom Gop 
has raiſed up for the defence of the goſpel. 
But then, as there are many ſerious Chriſtians, 
who are but little acquainted with the argu- 
ments, by which the more abſtruſe points of 
Divinity are to be deſended, and whoſe cir- 
cumſtances in life oblige them to f ſo 
much oſ their time in other affairs, that ren- 
ders them incapable of thoroughly examin- 
ing what is ſaid on both ſides, in debates of 
this kind; it is but reaſonable that ſuch ſhould 
be warned againſt erroneous books, which 
contain doctrines wholly inconſiſtent with the 
glorious deſigns of the goſpel. Again ; 

3. BEWARE of erroneous company. The 
ſcripture, in ſeveral places, gives us this cauti- 
on. Tho' the beloved diſciple breathed love 
thro” all his «gh e was certainly eminent 
for true goſpel charity, yet in what ſtrong 
language did he warn the ele& lady and her 


children in this very matter? Saying, (2) 


whoſoever tranſgreſſeth and abideth not in the 
2 | doctrine 


(2) 2 John, ver. 9, 10, 11. 
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drin of CHRIST hath not Go p, he that 
RS abideth in the doctrine of CUuRIST＋ hath both 
. = t:FATHER and the Son. I} there come 
; any unto you and bring not this doctrine, re- 
L cerve him not into your houſe, neither bid bim 
, F Gop-ſpeed. For he that biddeth him Gop 
; RE /pred is à partaker of his evil deeds. Nay the 
„ BE Apoſtle Faul adviſeth Trmethy, tho! (a) from 
a child he had known the holy ſcripture to avoid 
the company of erroneous perſons, ſaying, (5) 
If any man teach £97647, and conſent not to 
wholeſome words, even the words of the LoRD 


- a Jesus CHRIST, and to the doctrine which 
|  7Zz5 according to goadlineſs ;. be is proud, knowing 
RH nothing, but doting about * je and ſtrifes 


of words, whereof cometh envy, ftrife, railings, 
evil Jurmifings, perverſe diſputings of men of 
corrupt minds, and deſtitute of the truth, ſup- 
pojing that gain is goodneſs: From ſuch with- 
draw thy ſelf. And if ſuch a man as Timoth 
might not be allowed to aſſociate with theſe 
ſeducers, how much leſs ſhould a private Chri- 
ſtian take a liberty, which 1s attended with fo 
many ſnares? For not a few, who in appea- 
rance, have ſet out well in the ways of 
Gop, and have, had, ſeemingly, a ſingular 
regard, both for the principles and duties of 
chriſtianity, have, by the company of men 
of corrupt minds and deſtitute of the truth, 
H 2 been 


Ca) 2 Thu. lll. 15. (b) x Tim. vi. 3, 4, 5s. 
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been led afide from their Profeſſion. It is but 


too well known, that evil communication, not 
only corrupts good manners, but good princi- 
ples alſo, and conſequently ought to be a- 
voided. Further, 0 5 
4. BEWARE of looking upon any of the 
doctrines of the goſpel as matters of indiffe- 
rency; they are valuable in themſelves and 
ſhould be fo to us; for had not theſe truths 
been revealed, if no diſcovery had been made 
concerning CHRIST and the way of ſalvati- 


on by him, our circumſtances had been ve- 


diſmal. Let us not then put any of the 
octrines relating to the perſon or offices of 
CnR1sT, or to the perſon and operations of 
the SP1R1T into the catalo cof things in- 
different. Our everlaſting Elvation depends 
on theſe truths, (c) This is hfe eternal, to 
know thee the only true Go p, and JESUS 
CurisT whom thou haſt ſent. If once we 
look upon ſuch points of Faith as concern the 
ſovereignity and efficacy of grace, the' Dei 
and ſatisfaction of CHRIS＋, together wit 
his imputed rightcoufneſs and interceſſion, as 
things indifferent, or as matters of doubtful 
diſputation, the tranſition will be eaſy and 
natural from that deteſtable indifference to 
downright infidelity. * 15 | 
Ly r us then beware of this latent ſnare. 


It is not enough that we believe the truths of 


revealed 


(c John xvii. 3. 
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revealed religion, but it is requiſite that we 
pat an eſtimate on every doctrine of revelati- 


on in proportion to its importance, for my 
1 cannot look upon the government and 
== diſcipline of the church of CHRIST as matters 
of indifferency, as ſome would have us 3 
lieve. But ſure I am, there is no truth, no 
reveal'd article of the chriſtian Faith; or 
what is of the greateſt moment; and if once 
we begin to be otherwiſe minded, we 9 
gradually be brought to ſuch a 

matters of Faith, that we ſhall regard no dif. 
ference between truth and Error. 


5. BE- 


I We muſt not leſſen our eſteem of the reve- 
« lation of the goſpel, becauſe of the reproaches which 
ea faction of Deifts and Sociniam throw upon it. It 
«© would argue the greateſt weakneſs of underſtanding 
in us, if we ſhould be laughed out of the belief of 
«© the myſteries of our redemption, becauſe a fort of 
«© men have the boldneſs moſt profanely to ſcoff at 
e them, and often take upon them the greateſt liberty 
«© to cenſure the myſteries of the goſpel, when they 
« have drowned their little ſhare” of reaſon ix a flood » 
e mtemperance. When we ought to pity the aforeſaid 
« maſters of buffoonery, let us bleſs God for the reve- 
c velation of the goſpel, which is not only wiſdom, 
c but wiſdom in the ſublimeſt perfection of it. We 
% find the goſpel ſet up in triumph over all that ap- 

„ plauded wiſdom, of which the moſt refined parts of 
the world boaſted, 1 Cor. xxi. 22—25. Let us ne- 
© yer lower our eſteem of the goſpel, &c.”” Taylor's 

Diſcourſes, Vol. II. p. 181, 182. But what eſteem or 
value ſhall we put upon the goſpel, if once we begin 


to look upon the peculiar Wen of it as matten of 
indifferency ? 


> 
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5. BEWARE of being deceived by. vain 
pretences. The Apoſtle, ſpeaking of ſeducers, 
ſays, (d) that by good words and fair ſpeeches 
they decerve the hearts of the ſimple, and our 
Lob tells us, that they come (e) in ſheeps 
cloathing, pretending to be what they are 
 Wuzn perſons have a mind to pr 
any falſe . they uſually ood 3 5 
things, ſuch as to high aſſurance, to uncom- 
mon meaſures of the SPIRIT, they pretend 
highly to exalt CHRIST, and magnify free 
grace, Now theſe (/) ſwelling words of va- 
nity are very taking with ignorant people, who 
come thereby to have an unbounded extra- 
vagant opinion of theſe pretenders, and at laſt 
to drink in the poiſon of their errors. And the 
reaſon is plain; for many are ſo weak, that 
frequently they cannot diſcern the moſt dan- 
gerous error, when it is covered with aſpecious 
pretence, and therefore they readily believe 
whatever is advanc'd by the IMposToR, even 
tho* he ſhould repreſent the glorious doc- 
trine of elefion, as a doctrine of devils, 
tho he ſhould cry up general redemption, 
and cry down the perſeverance of the ſaints, 
and maintain the abſolute perfection of belie- 
vers 1n this life, | 1 .* 
THERE are others, who, under a pretence 
of excelling the reſt of mankind in &rowleage, 


morality, 


— 
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8 morality and benevolence, have ſo far captiva- 
ted many, as to lead them into a contempt of 
the 37 — of the Divine SPIRIT, evan- 
gelical holineſs, and that charity which is the 
70 genuine product of ſaving and juſtifying 
= Fa:th. | | 
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Bo r it is ſpoke to the commendation of 


the church at Epheſus, that (g) ſhe had tried 
== hem, that ſaid they were Apoſtles and were not, 
and found them liars. And this is certainly 
== worthy of our imitation, and the rather that 
we are authorized by the Sy1R1iT of Gop 


in the word, not to take any thing for truth, 
whoever maintains it, without a due exami- 
nation: (þ) Beloved, ſays the Apoſtle, believe 
not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether 


bey are of Gop: becauſe many falſe pro- 


Ppbets are gone out into the world. 


Tnus I have given you ſome neceſſary 
cautions, the obſervation of which will be of 
great ſervice to preſerve you from a waverin 
inconſtancy, and keep you /edfaft in the Faith 
of the goſpel. 

Secondly, I woULD lay before you ſome 
things, — 4 if carefully obſerved, will prove 
very helpful in order to acquire that /tedfa/?- 
wel. I am now recommending. And 

1. SEE that you diligently ſearch the ſcrip- 
tures; for the word of Gop is the orly rule 
of Faith and practice: The BiBLE, the B- 

BLE 


(2) Rev. ii, 2. | ( 1 John iv. 1. 
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BLE #5the religron'of PROTEST AN Ts; and 
blefled be Go b, we have free acceſs to it: 
and therefore (ce that you improve the prive- 
lege, becauſe our Lok has enjoin'd us, ſay- 
ing, ( ſearch the ſcriptures; for in them 
ye * 200 5 7 1 life, and theſe are 

that teſtify of ne: For complying with 
992 0 Y noble Bereans 4. ighly 
commended, and even they who plead for 
the uſefulneſs of confeſſions of Faith and cate- 
chiſins, ſtill maintain this principle + that no 
doctrine, no ion is to be received, but 
vrhat is agreeable to theſe ſacred records; (4) 


1 


+ «© We build all the authority wherewith we in- 
„ veſt Canfeſſions upon foundations which are perfectly 
c conſiſtent with the principles of reformation, and the 
<« abſolute perfection and ſufficient plainneſs of the ho- 
« ly ſcriptures, in all things neceſlary to ſalvation, with- 
<« out the addition of human traditions or human ex- 
C plications :: ſince we in no ſenſe make our Confeſſion 
« a rule, in conformity to which the ſcriptures ought to 
«© be meaſured and underſtood by the people; nor a 
« proper /tandard of truth and falſehood in matters of 
religion, which can alone be determined by the holy 
« ſcriptures. And therefore whatever is advanced by a- 
« ny writer, to heighten the excellency of Divine reve- 
« lation, and to eſtabliſh its ſufficiency, fullneſs and e- 
<< vidence ſhall not only paſs without contradiction, but 
ebe received by us with pleaſure and approbation, and 
„% meet with the applauſes due to ſo noble and uſefull 
«« a performance. But the point to be conſider'd is, 
«© whether Creeds may be drawn up in other words and 

8 5 * phraſes 


(ij John, v. 39. (4) Lai. viii, 20. 
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to the law and to the reftimony th ah 
| not according "to this . it ke. 
is no light in them. The ſcriptures contain'a 
full and a dlear revelation of Gop's mind and 
will, as far as is for our ſalvation. 
See then that 7 44 * eng pains to acquaint 
yourſelves with frequentl 
and carefully, and plead with G op by AD 
er, that he wou furniſh you with know- 


© ledge from above, (1) — you may under- 

Land the ſcriptures, and may not take up 
= with the letter, and let go the ſenſe. They 
= who are careful to peruſe the word of Go p, 
= and who N N upon the influences 


Ay 66 Wünn which are. 69-be found 
the cc in ſeripture, not as rules of Faith but as declarations 
10- << of our own ſentiments and means of diſcovering the o- 
th- © pinion of others, concerning religious controverſies.” 


Te this it is anſwered in the affirmative ; for, ſays my 
Author, & take a particular text, two perſons ſhall ſub- 
6c ſcribeit, and yet contradict one another in their opinions 

== < about that very article, and both of them ſhall fancy 
of ( the paſſage applicable to their purpoſe : A Secipian, with- 
ly RX < out reluctancy, will aſſent to any phraſes whereby the 

= << Divinity of Chriſt is afferted in the holy oracles, but he 
% perverts the ſenſe of them, and explains all the high 
c titles aſcribed to him, even that of Gop itſelf, to 
<< ſignify a dependent Creature : And in the ſame man- 


nd & ner an Arminian and a Caluiniſt differ widely about 
ull e innumerable paſſages of Paul's writings, and when 
S, both ſubſcribe the words and phraſes of the inſpired 
1d 66 W they mean different things, and believe irre- 
o „ concileable 


(!) Lab 45. 
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of the Divine SyP1KtT, to know the true 

meaning of what is written, will not eaſily 

be led afide into error. But 

2. EnDEAvouR. to have diſtin and 

well digeſted comprehenſions of the things of 

God, to know the doctrines of the goſpel in 

their nature, order and connection; for where 
che mind is confuſed, and the principles of 

religion are not thus underſtood, Wer e will be 
eaſy acceſs for crafty ſeducers to ſow the ſeeds 
of error. In order then, to attain to ſuch a 
knowledge of Divine truths, as I am now 

F | 5 ſpeak- 
40 concileable doctrines. Whenceit follows, that a perſon's 
<© owning his belief of thoſe Scriptures, and aſſenting to 
<< thoſe . lets me no further into his opinions than I 
<< was before, and is not the leaſt proof of the Doc- 
<< trine which he believes, nor can diftinguiſh to me a 4 
<< Sociman from one who owns the deity of Chriſt. © i 
«© Since therefore the phraſes of the inſpired writers 
<< have been ſo mightily perverted, and wire-drawn S 
<< from their true ſenſe, at leaſt, by one of the par- 
<< ties: ſince people aſcribe to them different meanings, 
% and when they uſe them, expreſs by them very di- 
<< ſtint notions ; and fo, as they are underſtood by 
«© mankind, have become of an ambiguous and inde- 
terminate ſignification. It ſeems evident that theſe 
<<. words and phraſes are not at all ſufficient and clear 
“ expreſſions of a perſon's Faith, that thereby there 
can be no ſecurity attained as to his belief of the moſt 
<<. effential articles of chriſtianity.” Dunlop's preface to 
the Weſtminſter Confeſſ. p. 78, 79, 80. 

From this quotation, the reader may form an idea what 
ſentiments. they, who plead for Declarations and Confeſ- 
Vans e Faith, drawn up in other words than thoſe of 
ſcripture, have concerning the fulneſs and perfection 
of the BiBLE, as the only Standard of Doctrine. 
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of, a thoroug uaintance with 
2 brief compends ds of ih octrines of the 


pel would 2 an excellent mean; but I 
2 none ſo well adapted for accompliſhing 
this end than the Cox ESssION OF FAT R, 
together with the larger and ſborter CAT E- 
CHISMs which was compiled by the Weft- 
minſler Aſſembly, and are as yet by the bleſſing 
of GoD publickly profeſs d by the church of 
Scotland. ' This is that form of ſound words, 
which you of this congregation always have 
and Nil do profeſs to believe, and — | 
wade ryſelf that +. the recommending 
of in ſuch a day of deluſion and blaſphe- 
3 my 


: 


+ * Another period in which the men of God g 
< themſelves to this work, [v/z. of publiſhing Dec ra- 
« tions and Confeſſions of Faith] was chiefly in our nation 
«© about fourſcore years ago; [now about 100 years] I 
e mean the aſſembly of Divines that met at 1/4 e/tminſter. 
Tas in a dark day that they were called together, 
«© when the ſcales ſeem'd to ſwing in an uncertain way, 
<< whether bondage or liberty ſhould be our lot, Pro- 
4 teftancy or Popery our profeſſion. At that time there 
«© was di/treſsof nations with perplexity, mens hearts failing 
them for fear, an _ Ir looking after thoſe things that were 
& caming on the eart 

There could be no teniptation for men to diſſemble 
then, when a war had began to rage in the bowels of 
66. their nation. And it muſt be owned, .there was, in 
© theſe days, as great an appearance of religion, as ever 
was known in any age or coun 

At this time that learned embly ſate: What 
„ we: know of the men, either from EW their 
© own works, makes it evident they were pe of the 


— 
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my will be agreeable to you. It is a moſt 
methodical and diſtinct compoſition, which 
contains all the fundamental articles of our 
holy religion, and expreſſes them in a manner 
ſo entirely agreeable with the holy 1 
that no — can den r any doc- 
trine there aſſerted, but deny or op- 

that place of ſcripture upon ch ſuch 
e or from which it is 
deduced; and uently, they who _ 
with contempt of this excellent ſummary of 
chriſtianity, or againſt any of the doctrines in 
Fa can never be look'd * N in the 

4 | 


4" 


4 brighteſt character for knowledge and piety. And I 
4 once expected that the party, who would not ſuffer 
6 them to be called rebels, would not riſe againſt them 
<< as a company of creed-makers. From them we have 
«< a Confeſſion of Faith, that has been received and ad- 
«< mired all over the world, for the contexture of the 
< work, and the perſpicuity of the language; ſound 
£6 ſpeech that cannot be condemned. They alſo publiſhed a 
«6 larger catechiſm, which, tho' an uneaſy Author has 
thought fit to revile, yet appears to me the beſt ſum- 
«« mary both of doctrinal and practical divinity that is 
«© now extant in the world. And of this I would take 
© no other way to convince you, than if it is falſe, muſt 
„enable you to confute me, and that is to read it care- 
« fully over, which I am afraid many have not done, 
<< tho? I do not know, next to the holy ſcripture, a bet- 
<< ter and more needful book in the univerſe. - Thofe 
great men gave us alſo a ſborter catechiſm, in which 
the principles of our religion are drawn/up with a con- 
« romp gets Py that I think was never yet - 
| cc * Ceed 
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By this time, I hope, ydu are convinced 
that tho 1 thus recommend a book com- 
2 yet I don't reccommend it 
any luman authority: for tho' doubt- 
leſs a regard ought to be had to ſuch a ve- 
nerable aſſembly, yet no aſſembly, nor ſynod, 
nor councet has authority to induce us to re- 
ceive any thing as an article of Faith, that is 
not agreeable with the holy ſcriptures. 
Bu r as I noways bn, es of 
ths ime mind wich ann this ner even 
that the doctrines contain'd in theſe excellent 
of our Faith, are the doctrines of 
the ſcripture, foam hopeful you will judge 
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tc cerded. This indeed is what we have been train'd up 
in, as the way in which our parents thought we 
« ſhould go; and. it is ſtrange, that ſome when they 
« are old, are taking pains to depart ſrom it. Having 
6 given you this hiſtory of unconteſted facts, I would 
“ obſerve to you theſe few things: 

- 1+ „ That chere is not one of all theſe catechiſms 
<< | or confeſſions that pretends to give us any other than 
the ſcripture doctrine. They that compiled them, 
«« profeſs to take their ſentiments out of the Bible; 
„ whether they have done fo or no, is left to the judg- 
«© ment of every reader. For 

2. The nies upon which the Doctrine is 
founded, are publiſhed with them in moſt of 
6 theſe conipoſures. 1 am ſure they are ſo in all the 
% works of the aflembly that met at Meſtminſter. The 
<< ſeriptures are inſerted ¶ in ſeveral editions of them] at 


*+ bible upon all mankind, is a notorious 
1 W therkſelves have opened the 


cc way 


« large ; and to ſay that they impoſe their ſen/e of 4. 
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them worthy of your careful and 
ane Try them h the word 
of Gop, and when you ſee how the one tal- 
lies with the other, you will be more ſtrongly 
convinced of the wink Every one of you 


| ſhould have them, and maſters of families 


ſhould, in an eſpecial manner, make their 
children and ſervants acquainted with theſe 
truths; that ſo the doctrines of our holy 


religion may be tranſmitted in their purity 


to our po 
in the duſt. | 
ENDEAVOUR chen to attain well digeſt. 
ed knowledge of the _ of the golpe], 


ity, when our faces are hid 


« 8 you to prove en ſo; and tho? ſome ue de- 


<< termined to GY OY down with a charge that we make 
<< the catechiſm the flandard of truth, there is not a child 
that repeats it, —— t whether he has learned the 
<< the PROOFS or no; and by een they never mean 
<< any thing but the ſcriptures : So univerſal and public 
is the evidence that the catcchi/m itſelf is to be prov- 
<< ed, and carries all the credentials it pretends to in the 
<< view of every one that reads it. 

<< And therefore it had been fairer in the adverſary to 
e have ſhewn us that the expreſſions there do not con- 
<< tain the ſenſe of the ſcripture, than to trifle with tel- 
ling us they are not the words of the ſcripture. If 
<< theſe--propolitions, there are three perſonsAn the God- 
«© head, the Father, the Son, and the Moly Ghoſt, and 
40 — theſe three are one Gad, the ſame in ſubſtance,” equal in 

* power and glory. ¶ The Author publiſhed this after the 


„ unhappy differences at Salters-Hall] are any of them 


„ falſe, we may juſtly diſown them, but every one of 
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which will; thro' the bleſſing of Go p, be an 
excellent mean to keep you „edfaſt in the 
Fai tn en 05 Ft | 
Bur then, I would have you ſeriouſly to 
conſider, that tho? no perſon who is ignorant 
of the principles of Faith, or who has'but an 
indiſtinct apprehenſion of them, can neither 
properly make nor keep a Profeſſion of it, yet 
the moſt diſtinct knowledge of the goſpel 
is not of itſelf ſufficient. And therefore 
3. SEE that you have the grace of Faith 
wrought in your ſouls ; for if you are ſtrangers 
to this, you lie every moment expoſed to a 
ſtatize from the very chriſtian name. No 
doubt, many who are deſtitute of the grace of 
Faith, may be orthodox in the doctrines of 
the goſpel; but ti: en they are in continual ha- 


4 Tt is true, the work was compoſed by fallible men; 
tc they were not inſpired in forming the ſixth anſwer ;[nor 
«© any other] and if it does not agree with the word of 
« God,if the ſcriptures, they bring as aproof, do not ſuf- 
== << fice, let us ſhew the ne of the conſequence, and 
not make a clamour that theſe were fallible men, that 
== < they might be deceived, but ſhew that they were err0- 
F neous men, and actually are deceived.” Bradbury's 
ermons on the myftery of Gedlineſs, p. 798, 799, 800. 

I ſhould per nt eres rf "Ao — but 
that few of thoſe, for whom I have publiſhed theſe two 
ſermons, can have acceſs to the book. Beſides this 
ſhews that they, who recommend Confeſſions and Cate- 
thiſms, no ways look upon them as Standards of truth, 
but only as uſeful and neceſſary for preſerving the igno- 
rant from error, and for affording the more ordinary 
ſort of chriſtians, a clear and Gti apprehenſion of the 
truths of the goſpel. | f 
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we ſhall be an eee a total, 
or final apoſtacy ; whereas (5) if we' will not 


conſidered, and wie ſhould never be at 


zard of renouncing and 
What wag the r 


cution? Was it not becauſe ther ) 
. ſetves'? The vital and abiding 
Faith .: was never wrought in 

their 2 Let chis then be our great con- 
cern, that Go p (=) wu, fu in us all 
Abe; god aſure 9 eee and the work 
of Faith with power; that ſo we may be 
enabled to believe in Iss, and by this to 
be united to him, (o rooted and built up i 
bim, and ftabliſhed in the Faith as we ; "i 5 

been taught: And then, whatever infirmities WW 
and aberrations we be ſubje& to, yet 


believe, ſurely we ſhall not be eſtabliſhed: Be- 
ſides, tho' we ſhould continue to adhere to 
all the doctrines of the goſpel, yet this will 
ayail us nothing at the long run, if we are 
not endued FER 1 true Juſtifying Faith. The 
fooliſh virgins ous an outward 
— is. as the be wit, + opontls no Oll in 
their veſſels with their lamps, they were ruin- 
ed for ever: This, then ought to be ſeriouſl wat 


until we are enabled (q) with the beart to 
believe, unto righteouſneſs. Again, 
3 4. Srupy 


(m) Matth. xiii. 21. 00 2 Tbef l. 11. 
(% Coloſ. ii. 7. (2) Ia. vi. 9. (%) Rom. x. 10. 
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4. STVDY- ſerious. religion and practical 
ineſs: Let it be your great endeavour to 
2 This is not 
only reaſonable in itſelf, but in the judgment 
of Cru x15T himſelf is highly neceſſary to 
make us ffadſaſt in our Pro ; for, fays 
ve, (7) whoſoever cometh; to me, and beareth 
W-niy ſayings, and doth them, I will ſhew you to 

= whom he is like. He is like a man which built 
W277 houſe, and digged deep, and laid the founda- 
tian on a rock > And when the flood aroſe, the 
= /r com beat; vehemently; upon that houſe, and 
= could not ſhake it; for it was founded on 
rock. From this it is plain, that the practical 
= Chriſtian is moſt likely to be ſtable ; © they 
chat would continue in the Faith grounded 
aud ſettled muſt not be weary in well do- 
ig. Once more wy 8 
F. Br much in prayer, that Go p would 
enable you to hold on and hold out to the 
end, chat, as you have made a Profeſſion of 
the Faith, ſo you may ſtand to it and hold it 
faſt until you obtain the (s) end of your Faith 
even the ſalvation of your ſouls, We are not 
able of ourſelves to perform this; it is with 
grace that the heart muſt be eſtabliſhed; let us 
therefore humbly and conſtantly repair, where 
our ſtrength is to be found, even to the Gop 
of all grace, pleading that he would ftabliſh us 
in every good word and work, guide us by 
his counſel and afterwards bring us to glory. 
. BR... 
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_ (r) Luke vi. 47, 48; (i 1 Peter i. 9. 
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1 8 given you faitt 
arning againſt many Wee re 
. abound, and directed 

Adherence to yur Profe 11 they 
have diſcharged my owh conſcience, Ie n 
now entreat you-to lay theſe thin 
and the rather becauſe, if N 1 der 7 
from the Faith, at the grrat day yon will t 
found among thoſe Who will bait x moſt in 
excuſable, in as much as you are all witn 
. the * 
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goſpel are e e 


* Pr fee ye knor 
things e . a being 1:1 
2 — the r oof — fog ben 
v non fied, 8 * 


in the knowledge 0 our Lox v and Saviour 
Ixsus, CHRIST, 

(u) Now unto him that is able to be keep you 
from falling, and to you. faultleſs core 
the preſence of his with exceeding joy, to 
the only wiſe Go bur SAVIOUR, be glory 
ond e, dominton and ira bath: now 


and ever. Amen. 


(9 2 Pet. ili. 7s 18. ts * * 24s 25. 


